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The Consequence of the Means 
There is an old saying that "the ends justify the means." If what you are seeking is right 
and just, then it matters not how you achieve it. Or does it? It is a question, or better yet a pro-
position, that is becoming increasingly cogent within the animal welfare movement. For there 
are those among our numbers who have perpetrated violence and threats against others whom 
they regard abusive of animals. 
An example of this kind of violence has recently surfaced in Britain where radical anti-vivi-
sectionists have fired pellet guns at the house of a researcher and on another occasion daubed 
slogans and paint on the car of another researcher. In Canada, a free-lance artist was recently 
quoted as "commending for their courage" protesters who slashed tires, poured sugar in gas 
tanks, and painted slogans on walls at the University of British Columbia's animal care facil-
ity. There are similar incidents in our own country that have resulted in destructiveness and 
personal threats as a means of achieving protection for animals. 
Yet there is something greater at stake in this kind of activity than the immediate result 
that is sought-salutary though it may be. For the consequence of violence is the perpetration 
of violence, and it is violence, by whatever name, we are seeking to eradicate. 
To be sure there is much violence, abuse, and suffering inflicted upon animals, for both foul 
and purposeful reasons. And if we argue-as surely we do-that no purpose, however well-
intentioned it may he-can ever justify violence, abuse, and unmitigated suffering to animals, 
are we not then obligated by that very thesis and ethic to act similarly toward other humans? 
I think so. For if we choose to fight violence with violence, we shall surely undermine the very 
ethic of a reverence for life we seek to establish. 
Those of us within the animal welfare movement have often been on the receiving end of 
threats and violence. I have in my files a letter signed by several persons threatening to kill me 
if The HSUS should continue to seek a specific action on behalf of animals, an action we shall 
most assuredly continue to pursue. But such threats and the resulting consequences do not 
finally achieve the objective desired. Rather, they fre-
quently change the objective altogether so that one 
loses sight of what it was he set out to accomplish in 
the first place. 
In response to the violent actions of militant animal 
welfare activists in Britain, a reporter has written, 
"There can be no respect for people who affect to pro-
tect animals by shooting at fellow people ... They don't 
want to liberate animals. They want to coerce people." 
We shall never retreat in our fight to prevent cruelty 
and suffering to animals, for such is surely an atrocity 
of the highest order. And we shall not deter from utiliz-
ing legitimate protest, confrontation, and civil ac-
tivism. But let us do battle in ways that will not only 
serve the well-being of animals, but at the same time 
preserve and advance our own dignity and decency. 
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Otter Alert 
The greatest threat to the ex-
istence of the California sea otter, 
designated as a "threatened species" 
in 1977, is the possibility of an oil 
spill in its range. The small sea mam-
mals are particularly susceptible to 
such pollution. Normally, their thick 
inner coat of fur keeps them dry 
even in the water. When covered 
with oil, the fur no longer protects 
the otter, which becomes hypother-
mic and soon dies. 
This threat intensified recently 
when the new Secretary of the In-
terior, James Watt, ordered the sale 
of oil leases in the otters' range. Ac-
tive oil drilling and pumping along 
the coast fantastically increases the 
chances of an oil spill occurring. The 
oil lease sales would encompass the 
entire range of the southern sea ot-
ter, leaving no margin for safety. 
It will apparently take a strong 
protest on behalf of the sea otter to 
dissuade Watt from taking this dan-
gerous action. Although the develop-
ment of energy resources seems to be 
a priority of the new administration, 
it is estimated that the amount of oil 
which could be found in this part of 
the California coast would not satis-
fy America's energy needs for more 
than one day. 
As reported in our feature story 
beginning on page four, the sea otter 
miraculously survived massive slaugh-
ter by fur traders on the California 
coast in the 1800s, and is currently 
holding its own against the clam and 
abalone fishermen. Whether it can 
survive the Reagan administration 
remains to be seen. 
Please write President Reagan, Sec-
retary of the Interior James Watt, 
your congressman and your senators 
and tell them you strongly oppose the 
sale of Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) 
offshore Oil Leases #53 and #73. 
Write quickly, because this decision 
could be implemented by late spring 
if there is not enough opposition. 
You can address your letters to the 
2 
officials listed above in Washington, 
D.C. at the following zip codes: Pres-
ident, 20500, Secretary of the Interi-
or, 20240, Congressman 20515, Sen-
ator 20510. 
Five Tons of Walrus 
Ivory Taken In Raid 
An eleven-month investigation by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
culminated in a massive raid on the 
illegal walrus ivory trade this Febru-
ary. Eighty law enforcement officers 
carried out searches in Alaska and 
four other states, seizing 10,000 
pounds of fresh, raw walrus ivory es-
timated to be worth about $450,000 
wholesale. Also seized were illegal 
products from polar, black, and grizz-




Animal products seized in Alaskan raid. I 
According to Keith Schreiner, area 
director for the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service, all of the ivory origin-
ated in Alaska. An estimated popu-
lation of 210,000 walrus live in those 
icy waters along the Alaskan coast 
all the way to the Arctic Ocean. 
Though the Pacific walrus is not 
considered an endangered species, it 
is protected by the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act of 1972. 
Under that Act, no one except Alas-
kan natives may possess unfinished 
ivory or other rare marine mammal 
products. Apparently, the tightening 
of restrictions on the elephant ivory 
trade is creating a strong market for 
walrus ivory. It is estimated that al-
most seven times as many walrus 
were killed in 1980 than in 1978. So 
many tuskless carcasses have been 
washing up on Soviet shores, the 
U.S.S.R. has formally protested to 
the U.S. Department of State. 
The walrus is not currently consid-
ered an endangered species but it 
cannot long withstand the heavy 
losses it is currently taking. We 
congratulate Fish and Wildlife on 
their action against walrus ivory 
poachers, and hope to see more such 
raids until this outlaw business is 
shut down. 
If You Can't Beat 'Em 
Most animal shelters that open re-
duced cost spay/neuter clinics find 
the local veterinarians strongly op-
posed to the idea. In Portland, Ore-
gon, fifty veterinarians have banded 
together to open their own low-cost 
clinic and soon were profitably oper-
ating three such facilities. 
According to DVM Magazine, the 
fifty practitioners first bought out 
an existing clinic that had opened in 
1979. Each of the shareholders will 
earn a 10% dividend on an original 
investment of $500. More veterinari-
ans are buying in, and there is a 
waiting list of veterinarians who 
want to perform surgery at the clinics. 
The average fees are thirty to for-
ty percent lower than the practition-
ers charge privately. The doctors 
say they bought the first clinic not 
to make a profit, but to keep ahead 
of the reduced fee spay/neuter trend. 
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Nevertheless, they do seem to be 
making a profit. 
A fringe benefit of the clinic is 
that pets go to the private offices of 
the participating veterinarians for 
suture removal. The familiarity thus 
bred may lead the client to return in 
the future for other services at reg-
ular prices. 
Despite -veterinarians' worries about 
the competition posed by reduced 
fee spay/neuter clinics, one of the 
participating doctors in Portland's 
clinic is quoted as saying that spay/ 
neuter work remains at about 8% of 
his private practice-the same as it 




The HSUS was the proud recipi-
ent of four awards and a special 
mention when the Dog Writer's As-
sociation of America held its annual 
awards banquet in New York City in 
February. The awards are given an-
nually in six broad categories cover-
ing virtually every aspect of dog 
news coverage. This year, over sev-
en hundred entries were received. 
"Companion Animals" and "Un-
wanted Animals" took first and sec-
ond place, respectively, for the best 
brochures devoted to dog welfare. 
These HSUS publications on pet 
care and pet overpopulation were 
written by Shelter Sense editor Su-
san Stauffer. 
Staff writer Julie Rovner won sec-
ond place in the magazine articles 
category for her article, "The Dog 
Bite: Whose Fault Is It?" which ap-
peared in last fall's HSUS News. Al-
so in that category Charles Herr-
mann, editor of Kind magazine, re-
ceived a special mention for his story 
"Danny's Notebook" which was pub-
lished in Kind. 
Finally, Guy Hodge, director of re-
search and data for HSUS, won 
third prize in the books category for 
Careers: Working with Animals. 
Not only was Ham subjected to years of intense and sometimes painful training for 
his adventure in space, but his post-flight life was a very lonely one for many years. 
It's Lonely At the Top 
The rewards of a career in public 
service are not always all they're 
cracked up to be. Take the case of 
Ham the chimpanzee. In 1961, Ham 
was headline news all over the coun-
try as the first United States' repre-
sentative in space. After years of 
harrowing training and condition-
ing, the animal astronaut turned in a 
flawless performance during his his-
toric journey into the new frontier of 
space. 
Shortly after his record-breaking 
feat, Ham retired to the National 
Zoo in Washington, D.C., to reside 
with other national treasures such 
as Smokey the Bear and Ling-Ling 
and Hsing-Hsing, the famous panda 
pair. The zoo staff wanted Ham to 
be happy, but there was no suitable 
companion for him there. Over the 
years, they tried putting him with 
several other chimps, but they were 
all either too aggressive or not ag-
gressive enough to get along with 
Ham, whose peculiar background 
had not included socialization with 
others of his species. For 20 years, 
he lived alone. 
Enter Sue Pressman, HSUS direc-
tor of wildlife protection. While look-
ing over the National Zoo's new 
primate quarters, she noticed they 
had built a special small cage for 
Ham. She suddenly thought of an-
other lonely chimp she'd seen at are-
cent inspection of the North Carolina 
Zoological Park in Ashboro. Their 
chimp exhibit included a large 
grassy area where three young 
chimps played while one old female 
watched from the top of a hill. The 
female, being too mature for the 
young chimps' games, clearly need-
ed an elderly gentleman companion. 
When Pressman suggested to the Na-
tional Zoo staff that Ham might find 
happiness in Ashboro, they jumped on 
the idea right away. A short while 
later, Ham was on his way to North 
Carolina. 
According to the latest reports, 
Ham and his lady friend are getting 
along fine. The mild weather in North 
Carolina enables the two chimps to 
spend a good deal of time outdoors, 
soaking up the sun or wading in the 
stream. At last it seems our nation's 
one-time standard-bearer in the race 
against the Russians has received his 
just reward. 
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by Margaret Owings 
When a low tide rises along 
the Pacific, with heavy brine 
slipping out from under the 
dark cloak of kelp to break on 
the rocks with a white explo-
sion, one finds a tangible mo-
ment to savor vitality! A door 
flung open to receive the unex-
pected! 
Yes, a moment of strong 
scent and sound and power-
and in its midst, the smallest 
warm-blooded sea mammal, 
the little southern sea otter (En-
hydra lutris nereis) emerges 
from a dive, its coat a silky 
sheen, its whiskers fanned like 
the struts of a parasol, its fore-
paws firmly· clutching a large 
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purple sea urchin. Lying on its back, 
it threads its way between the kelp 
fronds for anchor. 
These great kelp continents, the 
giant and the bull kelp (Macrocystis 
and Nereocystis), supply nutrition 
to life forms surrounding them as 
well as sifting down particles of kelp 
detritus to the abalones and other 
shellfish below. Common through-
out the otter's range along the Cali-
fornia coast, these kelp forests grow 
at an extraordinary rate and are 
among the most productive habitats 
on earth. 
The sea otter appears to play a 
marked beneficial role in these kelp 
communities when it preys upon one 
of its favorite foods, the sea urchin. 
The urchin population, if left un-
checked, feeds on the hold-fasts or 
root-like structures of the kelp, liter-
ally destroying the kelp and subse-
quently its rich assortment of plants 
and animals. 
So tightly knit is this evolutionary 
development that the sea otter is 
found to be an integral part of the 
ecosystem. Carrying out studies in 
Alaska, researchers worked in near-
shore and intertidal waters compar-
ing the islands where otters were 
found with those where otters were 
scarce or absent. They found dense 
kelp and a rich associated communi-
ty where otters were prevalent and 
only scattered kelp and dense car-
pets of sea urchins where otters were 
absent. They concluded that the ot-
ter was a "keystone species." In the 
words of Dr. Betty Davis, "The ot-
ter's return from near extinction to 
its former range is in the best inter-
ests of our Pacific coastal waters." 
Having no subcutaneous fat to 
protect it from cold ocean waters as 
do other marine mammals such as 
the seal, the otter's healthy appetite 
insures the high food intake nec-
essary to maintain its high meta-
bolic rate and bodily warmth. Its 
daily diet is made up of a large as-
sortment of shellfish. Forty-five dif-
ferent items have been recorded, in-
cluding abalones, mussels, crabs, 
clams and urchins. 
Yes, the otter is in competition with 
man's gourmet appetite for abalones 
and Pismo clams which are managed 
by the California Department of 
Fish & Game for sport and commer-
cial fishermen. But more important 
is that the food items upon which 
this little mammal relies for its very 
existence are becoming exhausted by 
burgeoning numbers of people. 
California's human population, 
which was under seven million in 
1938 when the sea otter's return be-
came public knowledge, has now 
reached over 23 million in a collision 
course against the small population 
of fewer than 2,000 southern sea ot-
ters. As the controversy builds 
around the otters, the word "man-
Hunted relentlessly for its fur in the 1800s, the sea otter 
was thought to be extinct in California. Its reappearance in 
the thirties "brought scientists as near to wild rejoicing 
as men of their profession are permitted," 
according to one biologist. 
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agement" becomes a power play. It 
does not mean enhancement, but 
rather it means controlling a species 
to keep it from interfering with 
man's ways. 
But today, we can still stand on 
the shore and watch the otter twist-
ing and rolling in the water to wash 
off food fragments from its furry bib 
while still holding the remainder of a 
meal in its grasp. The lack of any 
subcutaneous fat is compensated for 
by a coat of deep, soft fur with a 
dense undercoat which the otter me-
ticulously grooms to protect a blan-
ket of warm air trapped among the 
interlocking fibers. 
This cleaning and grooming was 
described by Jane Bailey in her book, 
The Sea Otter's Struggle: 
"Sometimes all four feet work at 
once combing and scrubbing. The 
otter's loose skin and long 'rib 
cage make it easy for him to 
squirm and bend in reaching all 
areas of his coat. So flexible is 
his body that he can spin his tor-
so around as he lies on his back 
and still keeps his head and flip-
pers clear of the water." 
It was this rich pelt that whetted 
the fur trader's greed and estab-
lished markets for luxurious otter 
fur during a period of 170 years of 
ruthless killing. More than one mil-
lion skins were taken between 17 41 
and 1911, a slaughter of such magni-
tude that it formed an economic ba-
sis for the acquisition of California. 
In 1872, conversely, the aftermath of 
the otter trade led Russia to agree to 
sell Alaska to the United States 
when it was believed that "every-
thing worthwhile had been taken out." 
" ~· 
5 
This is the 1938 photo that 
confirmed the sea otter's 
comeback on the California coast. 
It had been a wild stampede in pur· 
suit of otters as their herds were ex-
terminated, island after island. Alex-
ander Baranov, the most powerful 
man in the north, had brought the 
Russian fur trade to its peak and 
when his rule ended in 1871, he had 
traded 200,000 pelts worth an estim-
ated $50,000,000. 
In California, it was the Spanish 
padres who first recognized the val-
ue of the otter pelts. From their mis-
sions along the coast, they put the 
Indians to work-clubbing the ot-
ters with large sticks. It was re-
ported that a hundred otter skins at 
a time were hung outside the Mis-
sion Dolores at San Francisco before 
shipping to Mexico for trade. This 
was at a time when the Russians 
with enslaved Aleuts were said to 
have killed 800 otters in a single 
week in San Francisco Bay. 
6 
My husband and I have been living 
within sight of a small raft of otters 
in the kelp beds below our house in 
Big Sur for the last 28 years. We 
purchased Grimes Point unaware of 
the history behind the man who 
gave this property its name. Eliab 
Grimes, Captain of the contraband-
ista vessel, the Eagle, traded and 
hunted otters during the first quar-
ter of the 1800s. 
In 1833, Captain John Rogers Coop· 
er who settled in the area, associated 
with Grimes in the otter trade. On 
his vessel, the Rover, he kept a log-
book in which enormous numbers of 
otter skins and otter tails were re-
corded. He stated in this book that 
he was going to "keep his twelve 
boats hunting until there is not an 
otter left in California.'' He also 
complained that where he had previ-
ously taken 700 otters between San 
Francisco and Monterey, his last 
trip had brought him only 32. 
"As things appear," he noted, "I 
do not think we will get more than 
600 skins in all the coast.'' 
Here we find an early conjecture of 
"the last 600 otters" out of which 
only small gene pools, a few sparse 
remnants of these animals, were to 
survive. Today, the most recent otter 
census was estimated at only 1,443 
or two-and-a-half times Captain 
Cooper's rough guess 148 years ago. 
Adele Ogden's book, The Califor-
nia Sea Otter Trade lists 181 voyages 
of identified ships in 61 years 
(1786-1848) often recording the num-
bers of skins they carried. It is 
thought that 150,000 to 200,000 ot-
ters were taken along the California 
coast. In 1911, the International Fur 
Seal Treaty halted any further "tak-
ing" of the sea otters. All were 
thought to be gone. 
The otter's slow, shy return into 
the kelp beds along the California 
coast brought castigation and at-
tack by the commercial abalone fish-
ermen when it was observed that the 
otter, too, preyed upon the abalone. 
One is reminded of an earlier ex-
change between the otter and the ab-
alone when in the 1700s, abalone 
shells were brought from Monterey 
Bay to Vancouver Island and the 
northcoast Indians. Two large shells 
were traded for an otter skin. These 
shells, apparently were worth their 
weight in gold. We are reminded of 
this former exchange when we find 
the red abalone today selling for 
more than $100.00 a dozen. Again 
the value of the abalone is putting 
the otter's life in jeopardy. 
With the otter's disappearance in 
the 1800s, an unnaturally large pop· 
ulation of shellfish built up and 
when commercial exploitation of ab-
alone commenced, this industry was 
harvesting a field abnormally abun-
dant, untouched by otters and al-
most untouched by man for some 40 
years. In the Monterey area they 
landed an excess of 42 million pounds 
before the beds were depleted and the 
industry moved south to Morro Bay. 
They left behind millions of large ab-
alone shells in mounds. These tell 
their own silent story of man's rela-
tion to them-and indicate exces-
sive human predation. 
Yet, the California Department of 
Fish & Game makes a statement: 
"It's clear," they say, "that within 
the sea otter's stabilized foraging 
range there can be virtually no hu-
man harvest of abalones." How can 
we value this statement when dur-
ing prehistoric times immense num-
bers of otters were foraging for 
shellfish in the intertidal and sub-
tidal waters of the coast, while at 
the same time, during this long, long 
period, Indian middens-heaps of 
discarded abalone shells-leave rec-
ords of heavy harvests of abalones. 
"The amount of abalones in coast-
al middens is fantastic," says Dr. 
Sylvia Broadbent, "Some are over 
an acre in extent and 20 feet deep 
lining the coast from Humboldt to 
San Diego." As anthropologist, 
Rashkin states in a paper in 1972: 
"Thus it appears that abalone popu-
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After thoroughly grooming itself, the otter likes to "raft," 
or float, in the sun, drying its upraised head and limbs. 
lations flourished even though they 
were being taken by uncontrolled ot-
ter populations (as well as by man). 
In this light, to blame the current 
demise of the abalone on the sea ot-
ter seems simplistic.'' 
But with the return of the otter, 
publicly noted in 1938 when over 
100 otters, the first large herd re-
ported since 1831, were seen and 
photographed rafting at the mouth 
of Bixby Canyon on the Monterey 
coast, the abalone fishermen rose up 
in indignation. Some of these otters 
were to gradually move south to-
ward the Morro Bay red abalone 
waters-claimed by commercial fish-
ermen as their own. 
In 1957 the abalone harvest ex-
ceeded five million pounds, a major 
catch which was almost equalled in 
1966. After this, the divers returned 
to their abalone beds and found 
them depleted-not just within the 
otter's range but outside as well. 
Looking for a scapegoat, they claimed 
the sea otter was the culprit. The in-
dustry pressed for legislation to pro-
vide that otters could be "taken" 
outside their refuge. Strong public 
response opposed this measure and 
the bill was not passed. 
In 1941, the California legislature 
had established a sea otter refuge to 
protect otters from firearms, not to 
limit their range. As the otters slow-
ly expanded their range, the refuge 
was enlarged to cover approximate-
ly 100 miles. During this period, the 
sea otter was under state control, 
but in 1972 the responsibility was 
taken over by the federal govern-
ment through the enactment of the 
Marine Mammal Protection Act. 
This Act, broad in its scope, was 
set up to reduce the alarming world-
wide depletion of marine mammals. 
The Marine Mammal Commission 
was established with a committee of 
scientific advisors to counsel both 
state and federal agencies on scien-
tific and policy matters, and monitor 
and oversee the programs. 
The passage of the Endangered 
Species Act in 1973 became a further 
protective measure for the southern 
sea otter. In January, 1977, the U.S. 
Fish & Wildlife Service designated 
the southern sea otter as a "threatened 
species" on the grounds that its pre-
sent range covered only 10% of its 
former area; that it represents less 
than 2,000 otters and that it was 
jeopardized by oil spills and by com-
petition with man. These factors, 
they pointed out, made the species 
"particularly vulnerable to any sort of 
disruption.'' 
Following World War II, improved 
equipment for diving was used by 
the commercial abalone industry, 
making it possible for the divers to 
remain underwater for prolonged 
periods with their wet suits and air-
compressors and 300 foot diving 
hoses. The abalone iron, or ''bottom 
bar," continued to be employed for 
prying the abalones off the rocks. 
How does this compare with the 
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sea otter and its unique ability to 
use a rock tool selected with appar-
ent care for its shape and size ap-
propriate to assist in the job ahead? 
Divers have reported watching ot-
ters underwater choosing such a rock 
to carry to the surface, then, having 
used it to crack open a shell, return-
ing it to its former location to use 
again and again. 
Abalone is loosened from its hold 
on a rock by hammering with this 
tool, often breaking a hole in the 
center of the shell. When it is borne 
to the surface, the tool is not needed 
because the edible body of this large 
snail is easily accessible. 
Surfacing from a dive with such 
shells as clams or mussels between 
its nimble forepaws, the otter re-
moves the rock from the loose fold of 
skin under its armpit and places it 
table-fashion on its chest to com-
mence the cracking of the shell 
against it until the broken pieces are 
easily edible. 
People grow to recognize this sharp 
tap-tap even at a distance. On quiet 
days and nights, when the sea and 
winds are silent, I have caught that 
particular sharp sound rising from 
the ocean 600 feet below our house 
in Big Sur, and with ears adjusted, 
one may also pick up the shrill bird-
like cry or call from an otter pup 
seeking its mother. 
What happens during the storms 
to the small pups clutched by their 
mothers? How can the mother leave 
the pup when she dives to feed? 
Only four or five pounds at birth, it 
can be washed ashore and stranded 
by receding tides. Its piercing cry 
can be muted by the roar of the sea. 
What happens then? 
The female's long and solicitous 
care of her pup is a factor which lim-
its the birth to only one pup. It has 
long been thought that pups are 
born with a two-year interim be-
tween births, but new observations 
have reported several examples of 
yearly births. 
I had the good fortune to observe 
over a period of time, a sea otter 
which had given birth to a male pup 
near the Coast Guard breakwater in 
Monterey Bay. This perfect little 
specimen asserted itself with a shrill 
voice and went through painful ad-
justments to the constant move-
ment of waters and frightening peri-
ods of apparent abandonment when 
its mother fed. But this particular 
pup soon attracted a steady audi-
ence from the Coast Guard, scuba div-
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A mother otter relaxes as her pup nurses from one of the 
two nipples at the lower end of her abdomen. 
ers, students, chance tourists and our-
selves. 
Each morning, the mother would 
ferry the pup to the breakwater, dis-
lodge it from her body and dive to 
seek invertebrates hidden in the 
crevices of the rock wall. The baby 
rose and fell with the incoming 
waves, screaming and scanning the 
water for its mother. If she surfaced 
without food, she moved quickly to 
her drifting baby, drawing it back to 
the spot she had previously left it, 
and then, with a graceful turn of her 
body, she dove again. 
Returning with a small abalone 
from which she removed the meat, 
she placed the empty shell on the ba-
by's chest and he played with it be-
fore losing it overboard. Later, we 
were to see the pup accept its moth-
er's offer, immediately grasping the 
shell with both paws, then tipping it 
to drink sea water. As weeks passed, 
it imitated its mother more and 
more, pounding her gifts of shells 
with a firm paw. 
The most satisfying scene took 
place when the mother had fed ade-
quately and turned her body, lifting 
the clinging pup to her chest. She 
groomed the mass of fur, causing it 
to stand up like thistle-down, then, 
reversing the little body, she placed 
its head on her nipples. Contentment 
was apparent as the mother stretched 
her neck and head in a kind of exul-
tation with her forepaws held high! 
The restless pattern of events in 
the sea otter's range is constantly 
changing and only beginning to be 
understood by man. Nature's struc-
turing of the otter herds along the 
California coast is involved with 
feeding, breeding and care of the 
young. There appear to be strategies 
that seasonally send aggregations of 
otters southward as well as to the 
north. At other times, many of the 
otters, with the exception of scatter-
ed individuals, appear to remain in 
favored spots where kelp beds and a 
rocky shoreline offer some protec-
tion from the storms. Certain shel-
tered areas appear to be used as 
nurseries with a number of mothers 
sleeping beside their pups or holding 
them free from the water. 
All of these rafting animals are 
tragically susceptible to a large oil 
spill, especially in the southern por-
tion of the range. Oil terminal activi-
ties, oil tanker traffic and, in the 
event of offshore oil drilling (OCS 
Lease Sales #53 and #73), a perma-
nent threat lies in wait for the entire 
sea otter population along the Cali-
fornia coast. South of Morro Bay 
near Point Buchon, the southernmost 
female rafts are found and mothers 
and pups are glimpsed nestled in the 
kelp. North from Morro Bay at Pie-
dras Blancas, Fish & Wildlife biolo-
gists are studying and tagging ot-
ters. This is an area where females 
remain most of the time and males 
make a 50 to 60 mile trip from the 
south to breed with them. 
The broad peak of pup births is 
February and March, although small 
pups are seen in every month; 20 to 
21 pups per 100 independent ani-
mals is about the maximum count 
during peak months along the total 
otter range. In the southern periph-
ery of the range, 150-200 animals, 
mostly males, have been counted dur-
ing the winter months. 
In these winter months, when 
there is the greatest likelihood of an 
oil spill, the oil drift would reach ot-
ters, drawn together into large rafts 
in the remaining storm-torn kelp beds. 
Wind, waves and currents could 
spread oil over vast distances of the 
coastal waters, soiling the furry 
bodies of the otters as well as con-
taminating the invertebrates on 
which they feed. 
According to a report in 1968 by 
A.M. Nikolayev describing such a 
spill in Russian waters: 
"Over 100 otters died as a result 
of polluting the shore waters of 
Paramushir Island. Gasoline and 
fuel oil spilled from a tanker when it 
went aground. One thousand tons of 
gasoline covered 40 kilometers of 
the coastline in the region where the 
greater portion of the Paramu~hir 
sea otters live. Observations showed 
that after getting into the slicks, the 
otters first began to dive and turn 
over. Apparently due to getting wet 
and becoming hypothermic, the ani-
mals' movements slowed and stopped. 
Afterwards, the tide carried out 
their corpses." 
Friends of the Sea Otter has taken 
a resolute stand on the threatening 
issues that plague the very existence 
of this little sea mammal- once sacri- ' 
ficed in man's frantic rush for fur, , 
then unjustly attacked by man's un-
willingness to share the shellfish 
and now facing a far-reaching jeop-
ardy to its habitat and its life by 
man's reckless drive for oil. 
We must remind ourselves that the 
California sea otter, long separated 
from its Alaskan cousins by 1,700 
nautical miles, represents a sanctity 
of life here on our shores. More than 
that-in spite of the dark and : 
troubled threats that deeply worry 
us-the mounting concern for the 
survival of the sea otter illustrates 
something fine in a humane response. 
During these times of abuse and wan-
ton killing of wildlife, it represents a 
true hope for conservation. 
Friends of the Sea Otter was 
founded in 1968 when the California 
sea otter population was a fragile 
562. From that first year when the 
otter truly needed a friend to this 
present time-we and an ever-
growing body of supporters have 
been unswerving in a single-minded 
objective to see that the otter gets 
equal time and consideration in ar-
riving at the solutions to the com-
plex problems of man and the sea. 
We will welcome friends for the ot-
ter, a national issue needing sup-
porters from every section of the na-
tion. Our address is: Friends of the 
Sea Otter, P.O. Box 221220, Carmel, 
California, 93922. 
Margaret Owings is president of 
Friends of the Sea Otter, and HSUS' 
1980 Krutch Medalist. 
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HSUS regularly sends out news 
releases about pet problems. 
TA~at human trait do you 
"" :hink cause pet animals 
more suffering than any other? Greed? 
Meanness? Carelessness? 
We think it's ignorance. 
Every year, hundreds of thousands 
of pets get injured or killed because 
their well-intentioned owners lack the 
common sense or information which 
could prevent such tragedies. 
A dog left in a car on a warm sum-
mer day, a cat found lapping up 
sweet-smelling antifreeze left pud-
dled on the garage floor, or the pet 
left unclaimed at the local animal 
shelter because its owner didn't 
know where to look for it: All of these 
situations can be avoided if owners 
know just how dangerous they are. 
HSUS has redoubled its assault 
against pet-owner ignorance with a 
new series of press releases, radio and 
TV public service announcements, 
magazine and newspaper articles and 
print advertisements. We are spread-
ing the word that pet owner responsi-
bility means more than just providing 
adequate food and shelter. 
Did you know more than 13 million 
dogs and cats must be euthanized in 
animals shelters every year? Or that 
one unspayed female dog can be re-
sponsible for the births of more than 
four thousand puppies over the 
course of seven years? If you're a 
member of HSUS, you probably do 
have a basic understanding of the 
pet overpopulation problem-but 
many people still don't know what 
an enormous problem it is and how 
neutering their own pet can help end 
it. So this information is part of a 
print advertisement we've asked 
magazines to run on a public service 
basis. The ad also talks about the 
health benefits to the animal and the 
behavioral changes that benefit 
both pet and owner, making a con-
vincing case for neutering. 
Another print ad provides a check-
list for prospective pet owners. "Be-
fore you go looking for a puppy," it 
cautions, "take a good, long look at 
yourself." The copy asks if you're 
willing to take on the responsibility 
of training and walking the dog, 
paying for food, veterinary care, and 
other essentials, and neutering it 
when it grows up. We hope this ad 
will cause readers to really consider 
the commitment they are making 
when they get a puppy, rather than 
deciding five months after the pup-
py arrives that they've taken on 
more than they can handle. The 
streets and shelters are full of sad, 
unwanted pets, abandoned by own-
ers who didn't think ahead. 
For the television audience, we've 
produced a thirty-second public ser-
vice announcement featuring Dr. 
John and his dog, Martha Faye, 
former Guiness record-holding fris-
bee catcher. This spot, which was 
aired by more than 150 television 
stations last year, also speaks of the 
time, money, and commitment neces-
sary to be a responsible dog owner. 
An important part of our effort to 
educate · pet owners is frequently 
mailing radio public service an-
nouncements to more than 2,000 
stations around the country, along 
with a monthly news release, usually 
on the same topic, to about 600 
newspapers and magazines. Each 
time, a different problem is discussed. 
Take jogging. It's good for people, 
so why not for pets? Actually, there 
are several reasons. First of all, dogs 
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~efore you go }ooking 
for a puppY, \ k 
take a gooa, \o~g oo 
at yourse1t. 
We have prepared print and 
television public service ads 
promoting responsible pet 
ownership. 
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don't sweat the way people do. Pant-
ing is the way a dog regulates its 
temperature, but it's not nearly as 
efficient as sweating. Jogging with 
your dog on a warm day may easily 
cause him to overheat. In his loyalty 
to you and his desire to do whatever 
you do, he can end up very sick, or 
even suffer fatal heat stroke. Sore 
and bruised feet are another com-
mon injury experienced by jogging 
dogs. For jogging to be an enjoyable 
activity for the pet, the owner must 
know what to look for and what to 
look out for. A press release and set 
of radio public service announce-
ments about jogging issued last 
spring produced a tremendous re-
sponse from newspapers and radio 
stations alike. 
Many of our releases are based on 
seasonal problems. In summer, pets 
have problems at the beach. Hot 
sand can burn a dog's feet, salt 
water can irritate its skin, and a 
strong undertow can easily over-
power a tired animal who goes out to 
fetch that stick just one more time. 
In the winter, snow-melting chem-
icals, which are often caustic, can 
cause burnt feet and stomach upset 
if swallowed. Christmas brings its 
own set of dangers, from poisonous 
mistletoe and poinsettias to shiny 
tree decorations that tantalize kit-
tens, but can also harm them. 
In the fall, we send a special news 
release to the media in towns with 
college campuses, because they have 
a special problem. College students 
frequently take in pets during the 
school year, then discover they can 
no longer keep the animals when 
summer comes and they return 
home. The shelters in college towns 
fill up with abandoned pets each 
spring. We hope that some publicity 
about the problem in the fall will 
make students think twice before 
getting pets. 
Another method we use to dissem-
inate important information about 
pets is distributing reprints of ar-
ticles from The Humane Society 
News to key reporters, columnists, 
and magazine writers. The question 
of why exotic and wild animals do 
not make good pets was addressed 
in a News article last spring. At 
about the same time, a tragic story 
hit the news wires from Dallas, 
Texas, about an infant who was 
killed by its parents' pet boa con-
strictor. The horror of this story 
focused a lot of media attention on 
the problem of exotic pets, and we 
were able to supply the information 
reporters needed with our exotic 
pets article. Many animal lives, and 
perhaps a few human ones, may 
have been saved by the coverage 
this topic received. 
Crime is always in the news, but a 
recent upsurge in crime in U.S. cities 
has caused more and more frighten-
ed citizens to purchase guard dogs 
for their protection. Often, they 
don't think of all of the time and 
money it takes to care for a dog, or 
of the special problems they will face 
owning a dog that has been trained 
to be aggressive. 
Once again, HSUS geared up to 
deal with the problem of "consumer 
ignorance.'' A special press mailing 
was sent out. Phyllis Wright, direc-
tor of the animal sheltering and con-
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trol department, gave a number of 
radio, television, and newspaper in-
terviews on the topic. Staff writer 
Julie Rovner prepared a story that 
was published in The Washington 
Post. It explained that dogs should 
be first owned as pets, not as wea-
pons. Almost any devoted canine 
will make a racket at the door if a 
stranger or burglar tries to get in, 
which is the best kind of protection. 
Training a dog to attack, and handl-
ing a trained attack dog, is not a job 
for the inexperienced dog owner, and 
HSUS materials discourage the 
widespread use of such canines. 
In addition to the materials we 
send out to the media, HSUS pub-
lishes many educational pamphlets 
and flyers that you can buy at cost 
to distribute in your community, or 
use to put together news releases for 
your local humane group. In the 
center of this issue of The HSUS 
News, there is a copy of our 1981 
Publications List. Take a minute to 
look through it and see if there are 
any materials that can help you 
spread the word. Our most impor-
tant campaign is the one against ig-
norance. A little information 
help prevent a lot of cruelty. 
When we distributed a reprint of 
COPING: When Security Means a Dog in the House 
J:y julie Rovnt'r 
The metropulit.:m area's startling-
rise m crime m recenL months ha<> 
prompted many residenl-; lo invest. 
considerable time and money to pro-
tect themselves and their belongings. 
Many people read to crime by install-
ing bars on windows or <1 burglar. 
~llarm ~ystem. For many others, pro-
. t.ection means a dog. 
"Having a dog in the house really is 
a deterrent to burglars," says Det. 
Thomas Gentry of the D.C .. Police 
burglary unit. "'I'he majority of homes 
brok~n into don't have dogs. Often a 
burglar will he :-:c:m•d away by .:1 dog-
in t.he house." 
But !.Do man~· people, intent on 
ru~hing uut !IJ !.my a four-legged 
bodyguard, forget. says Phyllis 
Wr1ghL of the Humane .Societv of the 
t 1.S, that th"P:Va:febrin.ging hume. a· 
living, breathing- creature requiring 
pro pur care and at tentiou. 
"Basically, a 
derstand \~·hat 















· uf dog you get,"' says Gentry, ·'as long 
<IS it has a big bark." Many burglar·s 
are not as worried about being <ti.· 
t.arked by a dog as much as they <Jre 
afraid a yapping dog will alert a 
neighbor to call the police. {;entrv 
.ubo puinls out. that if a burglar h,ts 
t·ased the house thoroughly in <ld-
hP will probably rome pr•·· 
quiet the dog with Mace . •r 
\Vright calls '·protection cl~>go;'": alert 
dogs, g1.1ard dogs and attack dogs. 
H.emember that any dugs you get fur 
protection :must live in the house with 
you. Chall1f!d to a doghouse in the 
hackyard, even the scariest looking do[; 
doesn·t offer much protection. 
.A..n alert dog is any dog that barks to 
warn ~·uu when someone roils iutu vom 
rlr:\·eway. knocks on your door or ~van­
ders onto ;.:our property. or course, the 
dog doecn"t know th~ di.llerence be-
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tween a burglar and your Atmt Martha. 
lf you encourage it to bark, you'll also 
have to live with the consequenct's 
iwhich may include violalions of noise 
mdinances in some areas). Neverthe-
less, Wright and Gentry agree that alert 
dogs provide more than adequate pro-
tection for the average homeowner. 
A guard dog usually is a larger dog-
that has been trained, either by you or 
a professional, to protect you and to 
take positive action toward any ag-
gression. Not"surprisingly, guard dogs 
of any breed are more likely to bite 
than are dogs whose natural aggres-
sivene~s has not been reinforced. 
An attack dog is an animal thal has 
h(·en trained to ;lttack on command. 
\\'right, who has trained attack and 
:-;entry dogs fur the Army, says only 
. -;pecially trained police and military 
personnel should have attack dogs. 
Usually trained and handled exclu-
'iively by one person, attack dogs can 
~c extremely dangerous in a home or 
community situation. 
"[would never own an attack dog,'' 
Wright says. '"Having an improperly 
.t,rained attack dog is like keeping a 
loaded gun on your dining room table. 
Once that dog attacks, there"s practi-
··ally no chance of recalling it." 
N1, matter what type of prolecti\·e 
dog- you chom;e, it's important to 
remember that every dog has the 
,arne basic needs. Dogs need to be 
:wused, fed, and to have proper ·vet-
erinary care. They also need exercise, 
~ompanionship and supervision, espe-
,;jalJy during puppyhood. 
If you're thinking of getting an alert 
dog-, Wright recommends what she 
calls the •·feisty breeds." Schnanzers 
and terriers are small to medium-
~;ized dogs that make good family 
pels, yet arP sensitive to their su~­
r.Jundings. All dogs have sharper 
nearing than do humans, but a tern-
t;r·s hearing is particularly acute. 
\Vright say's that when something is 
~;vmg on around her house. it\ the 
terrier who noLices tirst and alert.-; the 
Dobt~rman. 
Sporting Jogs (retrievers, 
and ~paniels) are nut as good 
for alert dogs, since they have 
bred over the years to remain 
under aggressive circumstRnces. 
If you're seriously considering a 
guard dop;, you almost have to begin 
with a puppy, says Wright. A guard 
dog is trained to protect you and you 
alone, which can he risky if you live 
with others. ·-
The fust. step is to iind a reliable 
breeder. Make sure you meet the duf!"\ 
parents and you check the breeder\ 
reputation. A guard dog doesn't have t1) 
be a Doberman or a German shrpherd, 
but most of them are. 
1be single most important part of H 
guard dog's training is ba<Jic obediencE' . 
Obedience training should st:ert aL () 
months of age. Guard truini.ng, which 
should not begin until the dog is at 
Jea<>t a year old, consists mainly of rein-
forcing the animal's natural aggressive 
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The national campaign to abolish 
the testing of cosmetic and house-
hold products in the eyes of rabbits 
has made important headway in re-
cent months, due to the tireless 
letter-writing efforts of thousands of 
humane citizens all over the United 
States. The response I've seen from 
our HSUS membership has been ex-
ceptional; when united for a common 
purpose, the animal welfare commu-
nity can truly have a strong voice. 
Many of you have already heard 
the headline news: In December, 
Revlon announced a three year, 
$750,000 research grant to The 
Rockefeller University for the pur-
pose of developing an alternative to 
the Draize test. When I spoke to 
their vice-president, Roger Shelley, 
he admitted that the efforts of the 
national Draize campaign can be 
credited with hastening this com-
mitment to finding a non-animal me-
thod of testing the safety of house-
hold and beauty products. 
When Revlon's Chairman of the 
Board made the announcement, he 
also called on the other leading man-
ufacturers to support this action. It 
is important that we continue pres-
suring these companies-A von, Max 
Factor, Proctor & Gamble, etc.-
demanding that they, too, take re-
sponsibility for eliminating the pain 
and suffering of laboratory animals. 
Revlon's initiative is indeed encour-
aging, and we hope much needed ad-
ditional funding for alternatives re-
search will come forth from other 
sources in the near future. 




by Pat Clagett 
ahead in the campaign to eliminate 
the Draize rabbit blinding tests. Un-
til a replacement test is validated 
by scientists, the Draize continues to 
be used in the name of consumer safe-
ty. However, modifications can be 
made in many circumstances to re-
duce the pain and suffering to the rab-
bit, such as using lower dosages and/ 
or pain killers. The federal agencies 
that recommend and require the test 
(the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy (EPA), Consumer Product Safety 
Commission (CPSC), and the Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA)) 
should make these changes now. 
EPA officials met with us in Oc-
tober, and as a result joined the CPSC 
in calling for an in-house moratorium 
on the Draize test, in addition to mak-
ing the search for an alternative an 
agency priority this year. This is a 
response to the concerns of a public 
which has become increasingly vocal 
in its abhorrence of such testing prac-
tices as the Draize. It indicates the 
beginnings of a shift in government 
policy that can lead to a new federal 
ethic for animal welfare. 
As an interim goal in our efforts to 
abolish the test, we have been calling 
for the establishment of new federal 
testing guidelines, and new reg-
ulations that use these more humane, 
modified Draize test procedures. A 
coordinated effort by the EPA, CPSC, 
and FDA is needed to put these 
changes into effect as quickly as 
possible. 
In mid-February, The HSUS ran a 
large ad in the Washington Post 
calling on these agencies to stop 
stalling. With the new administra-
tion and a newly-elected Congress, it 
was important to impress upon 
these officials the urgency of our 
message. The ad was also timed to 
impact a February symposium spon-
sored by the National Institutes of 
Health, which brought experts from 
all over the country to Washington 
to exchange scientific data on alter-
natives to animal testing in tox-
icology. Part of one morning was 
devoted to the Draize test, and our 
challenge to the federal agencies was 
part of that discussion. This three-
day event shows an awareness 
among scientists and policy-makers 
that animal welfare and public 
health issues should be addresed 
jointly, not as separate topics. 
Further impact from our efforts 
resulted in an agreement by top of-
ficials with the FDA and the Inter-
agency Regulatory Liasion Group 
(which is working to standardize 
toxicity testing methods) to meet 
with us in March to discuss im-
plementation of new more humane 
guidelines for use of the Draize test. 
At press time we are waiting to 
learn from our U.S. representatives 
to the International Organization 
for Economic Cooperation and De-
velopment what steps will be taken 
by their Special Program on the 
Control of Chemicals to recommend 
humane modifications of the Draize 
test. Such a move can demonstrate 
that the U.S. joins with other coun-
tries in recognizing the need to re-
duce unnecessary pain and suffering 
in laboratory animals. These recom-






At press time, the Cosmetic, Toiletry and Fragrance Association 
announced it will start a fund for the development of alternatives to animal 
use in the laboratory. It is hoped that initial contributions totaling at 
least one million dollars will be received from manufacturers. 
mendations would alert the interna-
tional community that our campaign 
is straining to be heard not only here, 
but abroad. 
There is other good news. Two 
Draize resolutions were introduced 
again this year in the U.S. Congress. 
Representative Andy Jacobs (Ind.) 
has sponsored H. Con. Res. 27, and 
Senator David Durenberger (MN) 
has introduced S. Res. 65, which call 
on federal agencies to eliminate the 
rabbit eye irritancy test. Both of 
these legislators need the majority 
support of their colleagues in order 
to get final congressional approval. 
It is critical that participants in the 
Draize campaign across the country 
write or call their representative and 
senators to urge their support for 
these resolutions. The more cospon-
sors who attach their names, the 
earlier we will see some action taken. 
The Draize campaign has gone far 
to publicize the abuses of animals 
used in biomedical research as well 
as toxicity testing. The Draize test 
is only one example of the unneces-
sary cruelty that, until now, was 
performed by scientists with very 
little accountability. Our efforts from 
here forward must be expanded to 
obtain better laws that provide for 
the protection of lab animals, and 
also programs that will promote the 
use of non-animal alternative me-
thods of research. 
The Rockefeller University recent-
The Draize coalition sponsored a demonstration in front of Revlon's corporate head· 
quarters in New York City to dramatize and publicize the plight of the rabbits. 
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ly agreed to evaluate the potential 
for establishing a national center to 
coordinate research on in vitro (non-
animal) toxicologic techniques. This 
is an idea whose time has definitely 
come, and it is our hope there will be 
widespread financial support from 
many sectors to promote a national 
alternatives research program. 
As HSUS Coordinator of the Draize 
campaign, I have had the chance to 
view close at hand what a tremendous 
difference our national grass roots 
movement has made. All of these 
important steps forward in recent 
months could not have been achieved 
without the unrelenting pressure of 
letters, more letters, and a growing 
interest from the media. Your indivi-
dual contributions in this campaign 
have made all the difference. 
You can continue to help. Write 
the manufacturers of cosmetics who 
exploit animals and let them know 
you won't tolerate products that are 
tested on animals. Write me at 
HSUS for an address list of some of 
the largest companies. 
As mentioned above, urge your 
congressional delegation to cospon-
sor the Draize resolutions. If you 
don't get a committed answer the 
first time, ask again. When you do 
get a response, let us know so we can 
maintain a scorecard on who's sup-
porting us and who is not. 
Eliminating the test is our com-
mon purpose, so let's keep our voice 
strong. The problem is painfully 
real, and the solution is 40 years 
overdue. Let's make 1981 the year 
the Draize test died. 
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Grand Prize-James Dougherty 
We're happy to announce the 
winners of HSUS' 1980 Animal 
Photography Contest. Although 
we only have space to show 
a few of the top entries, many 
photographs from the contest will 
be used in future publications. 
In looking over the entries to 
this contest, the great affection 
people have for animals is very 
First Prize, Non-Pets, B & W-Christopher Newton 
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evident. Whether it's a cat curled 
up on the bed, a dog wearing a 
funny hat, a horse kicking up its 
heels in the pasture, or a hippo 
looking a bit perplexed by a leaf 
that has landed on its nose, 
animals have captured our hearts. 
Congratulations to our contest 
winners, and a special thank you 
to each one of you who entered. 
THE HUMANE SOCIETY 







James Dougherty, Silver Spring, MD 
PETS, COLOR 
First Prize 
K.C. Kerdash, Arlington, VA 
Second Prize 
Cheryl Sevold, Alhambra, CA 
Honorable Mentions 
John Fox, Wheeling, IL 
Daniel Pilipauskas, Glenview, IL 
Cynthia A. Billet, Canfield, OH 
Bob Graybosch, South Bend, IN 
Paul Magurany, Hammond, IN 
David E. Huff, Annandale, VA 
James E. Kociuba, Joliet, IL 
Beth Murray, Milwaukee, WI 
Andrea Wilson, White River Jet., VT 
Richard A. Rodgers, Woodbridge, VA 
NON-PETS, COLOR 
First Prize 
Joy McKay, Riverside, IL 
Second Prize 
Joseph Valsi, Fort Washington, MD 
Honorable Mentions 
Jean Libby, Philadelphia, PA 
Richard G. Reale, Massillon, OH 
Max Giddings, Plainwell, Ml 
Steven L. Harmon, Springfield, MO 
Donald Paczynski, Andrews AFB, MD 
Jack K. Goldstein, Manassas, VA 
Dotte Larsen, Pittsford, NY 
Thomas R. Cooney, Tonawanda, NY 
M. Minkoff, Downers Grov.e, IL 
Ron Jablonski, Hamb, NY 
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PETS, BLACK AND WHITE 
First Prize 
Joseph R. Spies, Arlington, VA 
Second Prize 
M. Botnovcan, Merrillville, IN 
Honorable Mentions 
Joseph R. Spies, Arlirtgton, VA 
Leo M. Johnson, Flushing, Ml 
M. Botnovcan, Merrillville IN 
Marcia F. Marks, Washington, DC 
Renee Thomas, Pekin, IL 
Daniel Pilipauskas Glenview IL 
Diana Moore, Clev~land Heig,hts, OH 
Jack Snavely, Milwaukee WI 
Sylvia M. Ward, Hopedal~ OH 
Daniel F. Cima, North Be~ch, MD 
NON-PETS, 
BLACK AND WHITE 
First Prize 
Christopher Newton, Kingston, MA 
Second Prize 
Joseph R. Spies, Arlington, VA 
Honorable Mentions 
Dotte Larsen, Pittsford, NY 
Donald Paczynski, Andrews AFB, MD 
Suzanna C. Kennedy, South Bend, IN 
Jos~ph R. Spies, Arlington, VA (3) 
David R. Petersen, Johnstown, PA 
L~o M. Johnson, Flushing, Ml (2) 
Pierre Ruffieux, Rockville, MD 
Special thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Allen 
Manning whose donation made this 
contest possible. 
First Prize, Pets, B & W-Joseph Spies 
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Second Prize, Pets, B&W-M. Botnovcan 
Second Prize, Non-Pets, B & W-Joseph Spies 
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It 
by Susan Bury Stauffer 
We hope it will be different someday, but while human ignorance and 
irresponsibility make death the only humane alternative for 
millions of unwanted dogs and cats, what about the people who 
actually have to perform euthanasia? 
It takes a responsible person with 
a gentle hand and a caring attitude 
to give an animal a humane death. 
But the kind of person who can 
best perform this job is the person 
who feels the worst about having to 
do it. 
Shelter workers have faced this di-
lemma since animal control pro-
grams were first instituted, but lit-
tle attention was paid to their prob-
lem until now. 
As part of an overall trend toward 
greater professionalism in animal 
control, the emotional impact on 
shelter workers of having to destroy 
healthy animals is being examined. 
Programs are being developed to 
help these employees cope with this 
difficult task. 
The HSUS's Animal Control Aca-
demy in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, of-
fers a three-day Euthanasia Techni-
cian program four times a year. The 
students learn the proper techniques 
for acceptable animal euthanasia 
methods, including sodium pento-
barbital injection (the preferred me-
thod), carbon monoxide, chloroform, 
and nitrous oxide. 
But perhaps more important, the 
participants have the chance to meet 
others in the same position and to dis-
cuss the stress they experience while 
destroying surplus animals when most 
people are not even aware there is a 
surplus pet problem. They can share 
their feelings about euthanizing shelter 
animals they have come to know in-
dividually. 
One of the Academy euthanasia 
training sessions was attended by a 
psychology professor and a doctoral 
student from the University of Alaba-
ma, which cosponsors the Academy. 
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"It's difficult for me to go through 
the kennel and be the one who decides 
which will live and which will die." 
Dr. Charles Owens and Ricky 
Davis studied the comments and re-
actions of the technicians and pre-
pared a paper titled "The Psycholo-
gy of Euthanizing Animals: The 
Emotional Components," with Hurt 
Smith, Academy director. The paper 
has been published in the Journal of 
the Institute for the Study of Ani-
mal Problems. 
The technicians were asked to 
write out their feelings about eutha-
nasia, and some of their comments 
appear on these pages. 
.. J 
People who allow their pets to reproduce 
randomly, then blame the shelter for 
putting them to sleep, are especially re-
sented by euthanasia technicians. 
They were also asked to respond 
to a series of statements prepared 
by the researchers to stimulate dis-
cussion and determine the inner feel-
ings of these conscientious workers. 
The technicians agree they are 
performing a necessary service in 
the community, and their comments 
indicate that this belief helps them 
cope with the job. 
"You realize euthanizing is a nec-
essary part of shelter life when you 
see the numbers of animals that 
come in compared to the few people 
who come in to adopt them." 
"I'm glad I'm there to do it and 
not someone who doesn't care." 
"I know these animals are never 
again going to face any type of suf-
fering or rejection, and I know that I 
did the best possible thing. " 
"I may be the only kind hand they 
ever fee~ the only soft voice they 
ever hear, the one and only human 
who really did care." 
The technicians mentioned a var-
iety of ways of trying to relax after 
euthanasia work, some preferring 
the company of other people while 
others spend time by themselves. 
They do agree, however, that the 
community doesn't understand or 
appreciate the work they do, some 
commenting that they avoid discus-
sing the details of their job in social 
settings because they frequently get 
negative reactions. 
"I have trouble at times with my 
relatives. They ask why I do the job 
I do and why the shelter can't find 
homes for all the animals. " 
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"I feel alienated from people who 
are friends but can't understand the Cf) 
reasons. They see the dilemma but iil 
cannot accept that I would do such I 
a thing." 
Animal shelters and euthanasia 
technicians in particular bear a 
great deal of public criticism. Com-
munity residents expect animal con-
trol to keep the streets free of 
strays, but they are often outraged 
when they learn that these animals 
are being destroyed. 
As Dr. Owens puts it, "To under-
stand the psychological pain experi-
enced by a person who must euthan-
ize animals, one must first under-
stand the contradiction required by 
the job." In order for the technicians 
to do their jobs daily, they have to 
decide in their own minds that the 
job must be done but yet "maintain 
concern for the individual animal.'' 
There are never enough homes for all the 
cats and dogs brought into shelters. 
Once the public really understands this, 
and takes steps to prevent pet over-
population, the euthanasia technician's 
job may become obsolete. 
"Some people seem to think that 
my lack of pain for having to do it 
means I don't give a damn about an-
imals, and I'm in the wrong line of 
work. But I don't think that way ... I 
wonder what these people would 
think if they walked in one of the 
times I was crying because I had to 
put a favorite animal to sleep." 
Making pet owners understand 
that it is their responsibility to keep 
their pets under control and prevent 
them from breeding is especially im-
portant to euthanasia technicians. 
"I have trouble with the public's 
attitude toward euthanasia, bring-
ing litter after litter of puppies and 
kittens in and blaming it on us. " 
"I feel anger at the people who 
bring them in happily and then 
blame us for killing them. " 
"It's the unknowledgeable law-
makers that seem to see the answer 
to overpopulation or dog damage ex-
penses in more destruction of ani-
mals and not spay and neuter pro-
grams or public education. " 
The technicians agree wholeheart-
edly that it takes a special person to 
perform euthanasia, to combine com-
passion and competence. 
The HSUS is providing these spe-
cial people with an opportunity to 
become more skilled at their jobs 
and to build the emotional strength 
they need to euthanize animals dai-
ly. It is an encouraging sign for the 
field of animal control that research-
ers from the University of Alabama 
are studying the emotional dilemma 
of the euthanasia technician. These 
researchers have been able to make 
specific recommendations to provide 
euthanasia technicians the reinforce-
ment they need. 
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"I'm glad I'm there to 
do it, and not someone 
who doesn't care." 
One of the recommendations is 
that euthanasia technicians be given 
the opportunity to share their 
thoughts and feelings with sympa-
thetic listeners as in the Academy 
program. The researchers also rec-
ommend that euthanasia technici-
ans speak to the public, so the com-
munity can discover firsthand that 
these are concerned and caring peo-
ple. The public must be made aware 
that the technicians are not to blame 
for the animals' deaths-irresponsi-
ble pet owners are. 
The HSUS is providing leadership 
in this field with the Academy eu-
thanasia program and various mate-
rials for euthanasia technicians. As 
part of the "Changing Your Image" 
series of training tapes for shelter 
and animal control workers HSUS 
is currently producing a pro~am on 
videotape and in slide/sound format 
which discusses attitudes toward 
eut~anas~a and procedures for doing 
the JOb w1th the least distress for the 
animals and the technician. The pro-
gram, in videotape format, should 
be available by summer. 
But the well-being of euthanasia 
te~hnicians (and consequently of the 
animals they handle) depends in large 
part on the people around them-
shelter supervisors, the directors of 
the humane society, the city council 
or county commissioners, and the 
general public. 
Euthanasia technicians must be 
given the emotional support they 
need to do their jobs well. They need 
proper training and accurate infor-
mation on euthanasia techniques. 
The community must stop blaming 
them for the euthanasia of surplus an-
imals and begin programs to cut 
down pet overpopulation-so that an-
imal shelters will no longer have to 
carry out this tragic and inadequate 
solution to the pet surplus problem. 
"I am at peace with my conscience 
that what I do must be done. My 




by Jeanne Roush 
For all the glitter in the 
center ring, a circus 
animal lives a life of 
tribulation. 
Every spring the circus comes to 
town. Families across America buy 
tickets for "the greatest show on 
earth.'' Amidst the crowds, music, 
and bright lights, there is much ex-
citement over the juggling seals, 
dancing elephants, and motorcycle 
riding bears. Children gaze in wide-
eyed wonder at the animals' tricks, 
but even the most ardent fan must 
occasionally wonder what goes on C!J 
behind the scenes. How did the ~ 
animals get to town? What do they i 
eat? How did they learn their tricks? ';;;! 
Where do they live when the circus ~ 
season ends? Answers to these ques- 1 
tions reveal this is not "the greatest 
show on earth" when it comes to 
animal welfare. 
For years The HSUS has been 
looking behind the scenes to deter-
mine what life is like for performing 
circus animals. Not only have we 
studied reports and investigated 
complaints sent to us from citizens 
and local humane societies, but 
HSUS's Director of Wildlife Protec-
tion, Sue Pressman, went under-
cover for several months and actual-
ly joined the circus. Posing as a 
clean-up person, she traveled with 
several different circuses, and ex-
perienced firsthand the daily rou-
tines of circus life. 
Based on her experiences and the 
knowledge we have accumulated 
over the past nine years, we con-
clude that animal abuse is inherent 
in the nature of circus life. HSUS, 
therefore, opposes animal acts in cir-
cuses, not as a response to isolated 
incidents of blatant animal abuse 
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but to those conditions, which of 
necessity exist in all circuses, that 
prevent even the simulation of a na-
tural or comfortable environment 
for animals. 
Domesticated animals suffer 
much less from the stresses of circus 
life than wild animals for they have, 
over thousands of years, become ac-
customed to living with man under 
diverse conditions. Wild animals, 
however, often have very specific 
and complex needs not easily met in 
the circus environment. Most of the 
problems we encounter with circus 
animals, therefore, involve wild and 
not domesticated animals. 
Majors and Mud Shows 
first type is the major circus which 
travels to large cities and sets up in 
an arena or other indoor structure. 
It performs at one location for sever-
al days. This operation usually has a 
core of permanent personnel, is well-
organized, and financially sound. As 
a result, it has the ability to provide 
its animals with proper handling, bal-
anced diets, and routine medical care. 
By these standards, however, there 
are only a couple of major circuses in 
the United States. 
Far more common is the second 
type of circus, the traveling tent 
show or mud show. These-shows per-
form in a new place every day and 
can cover up to 150 towns in an 
eight-month season. They hire peo-
ple as they are needed, are loosely or-
For a proper perspective on cir- ganized, and financially unsound. 
cuses it is important to distinguish Due to these factors-particularly 
between two different types. The the financial problems-they are 
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vironment helps insure proper bio-
logical and social adjustment for 
wild animals in captivity. 
Housing of circus animals must be 
built for ease of transportation and 
cannot possibly meet these stan-
dards. Crowding and cramped quar-
ters are a fact of life in all circuses. 
Animals travel in box cars, tractor 
trailers, or open crates on flatbed 
trucks. The complexity and expense 
of transporting animals across the 
country increases in proportion to the 
weight and size of the load. Cages, 
therefore, are no bigger than abso-
lutely necessary. 
Beyond consideration of weight and 
space is the fact that some animals, 
e e e e e e e e e e for their own safety, must be tightly 
constrained during travel. Elephants, 
for example, must have their feet 
usually unable to provide even basic chained to the floor during travel to 
necessities for their animals. prevent their thrashing about, dam-
Quality of animal care varies aging the vehicle, or even escaping. 
greatly among circuses. There are The Animal Welfare Act, adminis-
some with which we find no fault as tered by the United States Depart-
regards their good intentions to- ment of Agriculture, requires only 
wards their animals, and the diets, that enclosures used for transporting 
sanitation, and medical care they circus animals have " ... sufficient 
provide. Despite this, we maintain space to turn about freely and to 
that the hardships imposed by tra- make normal postural adjustments ... " 
veling prevent all circuses from pro- As interpreted by USDA inspectors, 
viding humane care for their animals. this means that animals must be 
Keeping wild animals in captivity able to stand and stretch to their full 
entails the responsibility of pro- height and have room to turn around. 
viding them with an environment in The law also stipulates that such 
which they can approximate their freedom of movement can be re-
natural activities. This may include stricted for those species whose 
being caged with others of their " ... freedom of movement would con-
species, having the opportunity to stitute a danger to the animals or 
exercise, climb, or dig, having ob- their handlers ... " 
jects to manipulate, and having the Many of the mud shows that the 
opportunity for privacy from other USDA and HSUS have inspected 
animals and the public. Such an en- are guilty of not even complying 
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A wild animal trainer must 
establish dominance over his 
animals and constantly 
reinforce it. Though many 
methods of doing this are 
subtle, they are still forms of 
coercion and can be stressful 
for some species. 
with these very minimal standards . 
Financially strapped and having too 
few vehicles, crates, and personnel, 
they cram their animals into any-
thing that will contain them. Often 
they place several incompatible ani-
mals in close proximity, causing a 
high degree of stress and sometimes 
even physical attacks. 
Food, Water, Weather 
The quality of care for animals in 
the smaller mud shows is very poor. 
Small shows often do not know 
whether there will be water and 
shade available in the field where the 
tent will be pitched next. If no run-
ning water is available at the site, 
limited amounts can be hauled in for 
drinking, but there will certainly be 
none for cleaning purposes. 
Pressman, during her undercover 
work, found lack of water to be one 
of the most critical problems. Cir-
cuses need vast amounts of water 
for hosing down some of the animals 
and for cleaning purposes. The small 
shows do not travel with water 
trucks. Often they ask the local fire 
department to bring water, but that 
isn't always possible. Consequently, 
animals have limited drinking sup-
plies, cages are cleaned infrequently, 
and animals can become caked with 
excrement. "It is shocking to realize 
that most of the mud shows set out 
without even providing for a basic 
necessity like water,'' Pressman said. 
Circuses travel from early spring 
to late summer in every area of the 
country. Animals vary in their 
abilities to tolerate extremes in 
temperature. The chimpanzee, for 
example, is highly susceptible to 
fatal respiratory diseases and can-
not tolerate cold and damp weather. 
Polar bears easily succumb to heat 
prostration. These species, are there-
fore, housed in vehicles where the 
temperature can be controlled, at 
least to some extent. Animals such 
as horses, bears, tigers, and ele-
phants, however, for which extremes 
of temperatures are not as frequent-
ly fatal, may be forced to endure 
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easily heat to over 100 o in the sum-
mer, or spend a chilly March night 
with no cage mates or straw. 
The rule seems to be: Do what is 
necessary to keep them alive-no 
more. 
Sometimes animals are tethered 
outside after their performance. One 
HSUS investigator reporting on a cir-
cus in Kansas City, Missouri, wrote: 
"After the rhino and elephant went 
through their acts, they were chained 
all day in the heat with no relief." 
Rhinos and elephants, of course, 
live in warm climates in the wild. 
However, both these animals, in 
their natural habitats, frequently 
The Law 
The Animal Welfare Act sets 
regulations for the vehicles used 
to transport circus animals, en-
closures in which animals travel, 
and the handling, feeding, and 
care of the animals. The Act sets 
the following standards: 
Handling-must not cause unnec-
essary discomfort, behavioral 
stress, or physical harm; must in· 
sure safety of the public and the ani-
mals; animals must be given a rest 
period between performances equal 
to the time of one performance. 
submerge themselves in rivers as a 
cooling mechanism. Having pools 
for these animals would be impossi-
ble while traveling, but they should 
be hosed down at the very least. 
Feeding the animals while on the 
road poses a problem for the smaller 
circuses. Having no well stocked 
commissary trucks as the major cir-
cuses do, they buy food along the 
way as they can find it and as fi-
nances allow. Usually finances allow 
for very little-for the people as well 
as the animals. 
Pressman was struck by the 
amount of starvation she saw. "Ani-
mals were severely underfed. Often, 
Vehicles-must be mechanically 
sound, well-ventilated, yet free of 
injurious drafts; exhaust gases 
must not enter animal area; must 
be clean; temperature must be 
compatible with health and com-
fort of the animals. 
Enclosures- well constructed, 
ventilated and designed to pro-
tect health and safety of animals; 
animals traveling in same en-
closure must be compatible; pro-
vide enough space to turn about 
freely and make normal postural 
adjustments; enclosures shall be 
cleaned and sanitized before and 
after each shipment. 
Circus elephants spend most of 
their travel time chained and 
shackled. They require a great 
deal of food, but financially 
unsound mud shows often can't 
supply their needs. 
what they did e~t was merely some-
thing to fill their stomachs, such as 
white bread, or table scraps." In 
most cases this wasn't due to ne-
glect, but poverty. Circus animals 
represent both a large investment 
and a source of income, so their own-
ers will not readily let them starve 
to death. "I saw one man literally 
spend his last dollar on his ele-
phants," Pressman said. And it was 
this elephant which finally caused 
Pressman to go out of cover. When 
it became clear that years of hard-
ship had taken an irreversible toll on 
the animal's health, Pressman went 
to the trainer, and urged him to put 
the elephant to sleep. He agreed. 
Medical care is extremely impor-
tant to circus animals while they are 
on the road and under stress, in-
gesting unfamiliar water and foods, 
and exposed to extremes of weather. 
The m!:jor circuses travel with a veteri-
narian who can treat sick animals and 
advise on general care and treatment. 
For animals in mud shows, medi-
cal care is virtually non-existent. Fi-
nances usually don't allow for it. 
When they do, it is not easy to find a 
vet who is familiar with medical 
problems of exotic animals, and 
then, the travel schedule only allows 
for one brief visit. Sick animals, 
therefore, are dragged all over the 
country. They can't even be sent 
Food and Water-potable water 
provided at least once in every 
12-hour period. 
Care and Treatment-animals 
should be checked at frequent in-
tervals to assure health and com-
fort; in case of breakdown of vehi-
cle, animals must be protected 
from exhaust fumes or extremes 
of weather; veterinary care must 
be provided when necessary. 
Penalties for failure to comply 
can result in cease and desist or-
ders, fines, and imprisonment. 
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"home" for there is no one there to 
receive them. 
Housing of circus animals is built for ease of transportation. The 
comfort of the occupants is a secondary consideration. 
Training 
The subject of animal training 
brings forth images of trainers with 
whips and cattleprods, endlessly 
beating their animals into submis-
sion until they perform their rou-
tines perfectly. Fortunately, this 
need not be the case. Not only would 
treating wild animals in this manner 
be dangerous to the trainers, but it 
would not get results in the long run. 
The trainer cannot physically over-
power a wild animal, so he must 
achieve a psychological advantage 
over it. He must establish his domi-
nance and constantly reinforce it. 
This is done by exerting pressure on 
the animal by jabbing it, shouting at 
it, .and even withdrawing its food. 
While these methods are subtle, they 
are still a form of coercion and can be 
quite stressful for some species. 
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Species vary widely in their pre-
dispositions to cooperate with man. 
Some certainly seem to enjoy train-
ing, which provides much needed 
stimulation and exercise. Just as 
training can sometimes benefit ani-
mals, animal acts can also educate 
the public by showing the physical 
and mental capacities of the animals. 
Circus performances typically 
teach nothing about natural behav-
iors of animals. Most often they fo-
cus on the courageousness of the 
trainer and reduce the animals to 
teeth and claws. Acts which feature 
bears riding motorcycles, elephants 
dancing in tutus and tigers riding on 
the backs of horses completely di-
vorce animals from nature and give a 
distorted portrayal of their behavior. 
Such exploitation of animals will 
never instill in the public a sense of 
respect for wild animals and a com-
mitment to their conservation. 
The Myth of Winter 
Quarters 
cilities with permanent enclosures 
into which animals can be transfer-
red for the winter months. Even the 
best among these, however, no more 
meet the needs of captive animals 
than do the mobile quarters. 
Accommodation at winter quarters 
could be improved because the prob-
lem of mobility doesn't exist there 
as it does on the road. But circuses 
lack money. and do not want to in-
vest in facilities where animals 
spend only part of the year. Also, 
trainers do not want their animals to 
enjoy a large degree of freedom or 
they will lose the tight control they 
must keep over them. It is blatant 
cruelty to take wild animals that 
have evolved complex social and bio-
logical needs and deprive them of a 
proper environment. 
Is There an Answer? 
Can all these problems be solved? 
There are federal regulations which 
seek to regulate the care of circus 
animals (see box), and if these regul-
ations could be enforced, they would 
certainly improve the animals' lot. 
Unfortunately, the law has not been 
enforced well, for several reasons. 
Circuses are not permanently lo-
When the season is over, animals cated in any one place, so they are 
return to "winter quarters." People difficult for USDA inspectors to 
mistakenly picture winter quarters as track down. They usually have no 
an idyllic resort where after a long road core of permanent employees, but 
tour, animals can roam freely, swim, hire performers as they are needed. 
climb, and generally relax. Nothing Some circuses even rent their ani-
could be further from the truth. mals. Such loose organization makes 
For most circus animals, winter it impossible for USDA to keep ac-
quarters mean continuation of con- curate lists of licensed circuses and 
finement in their traveling crates. maintain control over them. Also, 
Some animals may be given a stall in circuses have been known to sudden-
a barn. Only a few circuses have fa- ly change their names if, due to past 
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offenses, they think they are being 
watched closely by the USDA or 
humane groups. 
Beyond the practicalities of ani-
mal care, there is the larger ethical 
question of "quality of life." Even if 
federal regulations could be en-
forced, circus animals would still be 
subjected to the stress of a sterile 
environment which deprives them of 
the opportunity to live relatively na-
tural lives as they could do in a good 
zoo exhibit approximating their na-
tural habitat. It is this fact which 
cements our opposition to wild ani-
mal acts in circuses. 
Realizing that eliminating animal 
acts is a long-term goal, we will con-
tinue to push for better enforcement 
of federal regulations and any other 
type of improvement that would 
bring immediate relief to these an-
imals. But we will also work for the 
day when no wild animals perform 
under the big top. 
Circus animals cannot live 
natural lives. 
• • • • • • • • • • 
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Animal welfare organizations 
have charged that wildlife manage-
ment programs are little more than 
an excuse to subsidize sport hunting 
with public funds. In retaliation 
against a growing tide of criticism, 
advocates of hunting are waging a 
campaign to convince the public 
that hunters are not only paying 
their own way through fees and 
taxes but are, in addition, shoulder-
ing a large percentage of the cost of 
conserving wildlife and wildlands. 
Promotional literature for the 
1980 National Hunting and Fishing 
Day boasted that sportsmen finan-
cially support conservation programs 
in the amount of $500 million a year. 
Literature published by the National 
Shooting Sports Foundation (NSSF), a 
prjncipal spokesgroup for hunters, 
contains the following claims: 
"Through the purchase of licenses 
and permits to hunt, hunters and 
fishermen pay over $344 million for 
conservation each year. 
"Through a self-imposed tax on 
sporting arms, ammunition and arch-
ery equipment, hunters and shooters 
have provided more than $932 mil-
lion for wildlife management in the 
last forty years and continue to add 
over $96 million annually. 
"Through the purchase of Federal 
Duck Stamps, hunters presently con-
tribute $11,000,000 annually for con-
servation. 
"Hunters spend an estimated $200 
million each year developing wildlife 
habitat on privately owned lands. " 
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These claims do not stand up un-
der careful scrutiny. An examina-
tion of state and federal wildlife pro-
grams reveals the hidden truth 
about the contribution made by hunt-
ers toward wildlife conservation. 
License Revenues 
Hunting licenses, permits, and tag 
fees are the major source of funds 
that hunters credit as their financial 
contribution to the conservation of 
wildlife. These monies do account 
for approximately one-third of the 
annual revenues of state fish and 
game departments. Of the $344 mil-
lion figure cited in pro-hunting lite-
rature, however, over one-third is 
derived from the sale of fishing li-
censes and that money is channeled 
primarily into fisheries management. 
In actuality, the average annual in-
come from the sale of hunting li-
censes during the past decade was 
$146 million, according to the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service. Last year 
hunters spent a record $199.2 mil-





plan. Rather, funds are obtained 
from a federal excise tax established 
under the Federal Aid in Wildlife 
Restoration Act, popularly known 
as the Pittman-Robertson Act. Funds 
are derived from an 11% excise tax 
on sporting arms and ammunition, a 
10% tax on handguns, and an 11% 
tax on archery equipment. Funds 
collected under the Pittman-Robertson 
Act are redistributed to state fish 
and game departments based upon a 
formula that considers the number 
of hunting license holders and the 
land area of each state. 
The $86 million cited by hunters 
as their annual share of excise tax 
revenues is misleading. Despite a 
doubling in annual revenues in the 
past decade, monies collected have 
averaged only $23.3 million a year 
during the forty-year history of the 
Pittman· Robertson Act. More im-
portantly, the excise tax is ap-
plicable to all sales of sporting fire-
arms and archery equipment, includ-
ing purchases for non-hunting acti-
vities, such as gun collecting, target 
shooting, and self protection. 
In 1973 the excise tax on hand-
guns, which are rarely used for hunt-
The "self-imposed" tax cited by ing, provided 40% of the Pittman-
the NSSF is not a voluntary taxing Robertson funds for the year. To-
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day, with the increasing number of 
handgun sales, this portion of the 
excise tax plan probably accounts 
for one-half of these revenues. When 
non-hunting purchases are deducted 
from the Pittman-Robertson ac-
count, we estimate that hunters 
should be credited with oruy one-
quarter to one-third of the funds col-
lected from these excise taxes. 
Duck Stamps 
The Migratory Bird Conservation 
Account or Federal Duck Stamp 
Program is the third funding mech-
anism which wildlife management 
agencies use to tax hunters. Every 
person who hunts waterfowl must 
annually purchase a "duck stamp." 
Stamp collectors also purchase duck 
stamps and since 1975 the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service has encouraged 
the non-hunting public to purchase 
duck stamps as a way of supporting 
conservation programs. However, 
the Migratory Bird Conservation 
Account does derive most of its 
funds from the purchase of stamps 
by hunters. During the past five 
years, an average of $10 million has 
annually been collected through the 
sale of duck stamps. 
The sum for duck stamp pur-
chases cited by the NSSF is the 
most accurate of the figures claimed 
as reflecting hunter dollars spent for 
legitimate conservation activities. 
Yet, $10 million is an almost in-
significant portion of the $500 mil-
lion that NSSF contends is spent by 
hunters each year in support of wild-
life conservation. 
Private Lands 
The origin and use of the $200 mil-
lion the NSSF claims hunters spend 
developing wildlife habitat on pri-
vate lands is difficult to trace. Pre-
sumably, a significant portion of 
this sum is spent on private hunt 
clubs, shooting preserves, and on the 
purchase of land used for breeding of 
game species. These activities, at 
best, have a questionable relationship 
to genuine conservation programs. 
Hunter dollars have been produc-
tively spent on the conservation of 
wildlife. This contribution cannot be 
discounted simply because hunters 
may not have had conservation in 
mind as much as they did the preser-
vation of their sport. Yet, when 
placed in factual perspective, it is 
clear that hunters have distorted the 
value of their financial contribution 
to wildlife conservation. 
Wildlife Management 
Tracing the actual sources of fund-
ing for wildlife mangement pro-
grams exposes only a part of the de-
ception associated with sport hunt-
ing promotion. Even if hunters did 
contribute all the funds they claim 
they provide, they wouldn't be "pay-
ing their own way" in terms of the 
costs of programs which benefit hunt-
ers primarily. 
The Pittman-Robertson Account is 
a representative example of how wild-
life management agencies spend mon-
ey. Of the excise tax revenues collect-
ed each year, approximately 5% is ab-
sorbed in administrative expenses. 
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Roughly 13% is spent on hunter safe-
ty programs. Forty-three percent is 
used for habitat development, princi-
pally altering wildlands to provide ha-
bitat favorable to game species. 
Twenty-three percent of Pittman-
Robertson dollars is spent on re-
search, particularly on projects in-
volving the propagation and manage-
ment of game species. The final16% 
is used for land acquisition, with pri-
ority given to the purchase of land 
suitable for game species. 
Therefore, while hunters pay only 
one-half to one-third of the revenues 
collected under the Pittman-Robert-
son Act, they benefit from nearly 
every expenditure of these funds. 
The use of Pittman-Robertson ac-
An excise tax on handguns 
provides millions of dollars to 
government conservation programs 
benefiting hunters, even though 
handguns are rarely used for 
hunting. 
count funds is characteristic of the 
manner in which government agen-
cies spend funds. In recent Congres-
sional testimony an official of the 
President's Council on Environmental 
Quality reported that of every dollar 
spent by state fish and game manage-
ment, ninety-nine cents is used on 
game species. 
Federal wildlife programs are also 
preoccupied with game species. Of 
every federal dollar, ninety-seven 
cents is spent on the management of 
animals that are hunted and trapped. 
Thus, tl:.e actual cost of managing 
populations of game animals for 
hunters far exceeds what hunters pay 
into such programs in the form of user 
taxes and privilege fees. 
The most troubling aspect of this 
situation is not that the public is sub-
sidizing sport hunting activities, but 
that hunters have become influence 
brokers who use their license fees and 
tax dollars to direct the policies and 
programs of wildlife agencies. There is 
a built-in weakness in the regulatory 
system when revenues for wildlife 
mangement are derived, in part, from 
the sale of hunting licenses and from 
excise taxes on hunting equipment. It 
is not simply that game departments 
are in sympathy with their hunting 
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clientele; many officials within these 
agencies must recognize a dependence 
upon hunters for their livelihood. 
Although there was initial resis-
tance to the federal excise tax and 
other user fee mechanisms, hunters 
now realize that their role as finan-
cial backers of game departments af-
fords them extraordinary influence. 
Hunting organizations are careful to 
guard against funding plans that 
might lessen their influence. They 
will continue to tolerate, and even 
advocate, taxation of hunters. In 
return, they will continue to compel 
wildlife biologists to focus their 
energies toward providing game ani-
mals to be hunted and to influence the 
direction of game department policy. 
The alliance between hunters and 
game departments may be the most 
formidable obstacle to the reform of 
wildlife mangement programs. As 
long as policymakers within wildlife 
management agencies continue to 
work in partnership with hunters, 
there is little hope that fish and 
game departments will de-empha-
size hunting in favor of a more en-
lightened approach to the conserva-
tion and protection of wildlife. 
Hunter's fees help save wild lands 
from destruction and development, 
but they do so only in order to 
stock them with game animals for 
the hunters to kill. 
tt.UMAHf. · ... ·.· moo 0 lJ\,_,..tlTifl'l 
24 
0 o 
00 '-'til 0 .. o 0°j 0 j 0 " ••• 
and the 
CL~ of 1981 
During May and June, thousands 
of eager young teachers will be 
graduating from colleges and uni-
versities around the country--
teachers who are enthusiastic 
about their profession and excited 
about the opportunity to reach and 
teach young people. 
If you know someone who is graduating from a college of 
education this spring, help prepare the graduate for his or 
her new role with a gift subscription to HUMANE EDUCA-
TION. Your $7 investment will provide the new teacher with 
four issues of helpful, ready-to-use activities, resources, 
and teaching materials, all designed to make humane edu-
cation an important and natural part of the classroom 
experience. 
To order a gift subscription, send your name, the recipient's 
name and address, and a check for $7 to NAAHE, 2100 L 
Street, NW, Washington, DC 20037. We will be happy to 
send a gift card to the graduate along with his or her first 
issue. 
Help them get off to a good start. 
Give them 
HUMANE EDUCATION. 
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As a service to our members, from time 
to time we will be supplying you with 
a fact sheet on a specific issue 
in animal welfare. We 
hope these fact sheets 
will be helpful in 
explaining to 
others the problems 




• Takes place in Canada off the coast of New-
foundland and in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. 
• Takes place in March. 
• About 180,000 killed each year. 
• Most killed before one month of age, before the 
bright white coat of the pup begins to molt and 
turns to the gray adult coat. Male and female taken. 
• Seals are approached on the ice by the sealers-
working independently, a sealer will club a pup, slit 
its main artery, then peel off the pelt. The whole 
operation takes fewer than two minutes per seal. 
• The hunt is totally under Canadian jurisdiction. 
It evolved from a subsistence hunt by Newfound-
land natives into big business for furriers and fur 
processors in Canada and Norway. 
• Killing is done by Canadians and Norwegians. 
Four of the large "factory" ships that carry sealers 
to the ice and bring back thousands of pelts are 
owned by Norwegian corporations. 
• Most pelts are shipped to Norway for process-
ing, then sold in Europe and Canada. 
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ON SEAL HUNTS 
Northern Pacific Fur Seal 
(Pribilof Islands) 
• Takes place on St. Paul's Island in the Pribilofs 
off the coast of Alaska in the U.S., and on Com-
mander and Robbins Islands in the Soviet Union's 
territory. 
• Takes place in July, annually. 
• About 26,000 killed each year on St. Paul's 
Island. 
• Males, two- to three-years-old, are taken. Only 
bachelor males, without a harem of females, are 
taken. 
• Bachelors are cut from the herd and driven from 
the rocky shoreline onto the grassy tundra. In 
assembly-line fashion, the seals are stunned with 
clubs, killed by cutting their main arteries, then 
skinned. 
• The hunt takes place under a treaty signed by 
the U.S., Canada, Japan, and Russia. The treaty 
originated in 1911 when pelagic (open-sea) hunting 
threatened to wipe out this species of seal. Under 
the treaty, seals may be taken only during the sum-
mer hunt, and only up to a quota set each year. 
• The killing on St. Paul's is done by Aleut na-
tives whose pay is subsidized by the U.S. govern-
ment. The Soviet Union conducts its own hunts on 
Commander and Robbins Islands. 
• Pelts are mainly used for coats and other 
garments. U.S. pelts are processed under govern-
ment contract by the Fouke Fur Company of South 
Carolina. Certain other parts of the seal are used for 





• Harp seal fur is used for products such as fur 
collars and cuffs, glove linings, keychains and toy 
stuffed seals. Harp seal flippers are sometimes col-
lected and sold as delicacies in Norway, though 
there isn't much meat on them. Very little seal meat 
is eaten by Newfoundlanders, most carcasses are 
left on the ice. 
• The Canadian government attempts to justify 
this hunt by claiming it is necessary to control seal 
overpopulation. Its statistics are heavily disputed 
by scientists, some of whom predict that current kill 
quotas could eventually threaten the species' ex-
istence. 
Another justification-that the extra income 
from sealing is vital to the Newfoundland econo-
my-should be tempered by the realization that: the 
landsmen who need the money make only about two 
hundred dollars each season, and risk their lives on 
the treacherous ice floes to get it, while the furriers 
reap real profits in millions of dollars; the Canadian 
government spends thousands of taxpayer's dollars 
supporting the hunt by supplying pro-hunt pam-
phlets and other propaganda, using government ice 
cutters to lead factory ships to the seals, and pro-
viding Fisheries department employees-ostensibly 
to supervise the hunt- but also to protect the hunt-
ers by keeping press and humane observers off the 
ice. This money might be better used to develop a 
more stable and productive economic base for New-
foundland. 
• The HSUS wants an immediate end to this 
hunt. We believe the Canadian government can end 
this hunt with no more than short-term economic 
hardship for anyone. 
We are also asking European countries to ban the 
import of harp seal fur. Some countries, such as the 
U.S., France, and Italy already have such a ban. 
We are also putting pressure on the Norwegians 
to cease their participation in the hunt. 
Northern Pacific Fur Seal 
(Pribilof Islands) 
• Pelts are divided up according to treaty-70% 
of the St. Paul's pelts go to the U.S., 15% to Canada, 
and 15% to Japan. The Soviet Union keeps 70% of 
the pelts from its hunt and gives 15% to Canada and 
15% to Japan. 
• As in the case of the Canadian hunt, the argu-
ment that these seals must be slaughtered annually 
to prevent overpopulation does not hold water. Wild 
animal populations are self-controlling when left in a 
natural state, due to fluctuations in food supply and 
natural attrition by disease and predators. 
The economic needs of the Aleut natives who, like 
the Newfoundlanders, pocket a miniscule amount of 
the actual profits made off the hunt, could be met 
through the development of other industries with 
government subsidies for start-up expenses. 
• Ending this hunt is a somewhat complex prob-
lem. The treaty is renegotiated every four years, and 
was renewed in 1980. Further, an end to the hunt 
without an agreement to refrain from pelagic sealing 
could be very damaging to the species. 
HSUS is asking the U.S. government to forego its 
70% share of the pelts from the St. Paul hunt and to 
begin investigating an alternative economic base for 
the Aleut natives, as well as to begin negotiating an 
agreement with the other signatory nations to cease 
all killing of the northern Pacific fur seal. 
The Humane Society of the United States 
2100 L St., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20037 
(202) 452-1100 





Increased reports of dog eating 
are surfacing in California. While Cali-
fornia's cruelty statutes could apply 
in some cases regarding the manner in 
which animals are killed, nothing in 
the law specifically prohibits killing 
and eating dogs or cats. 
Senator Marz Garcia has intro-
duced SB 49 making it a misdemean-
or to take or possess dogs or cats 
with the intent to eat them. A simili-
ar bill, AB 241, has also been intro-
duced by Assemblyman Larry Kapi-
loff. The reports, which also include 
occurrences of squirrels, ducks, and 
pigeons being illegally killed and 
eaten in public parks, primarily in-
volve refugees from Southeast Asia, 
where dogs are considered a delicacy. 
Raccoons 
The West Coast Regional Office 
(WCRO) is gathering documentation 
from veterinarians, public health of-
ficials, and wildlife experts, to help 
in the fight to do away with the im-
portation and sale of raccoons. Sena-
tor Henry Mello will be carrying leg-
islation to outlaw the exploitation. 
In addition to being capable of in-
flicting serious bites (numerous bites 
have been reported) raccoons can 
pose a rabies threat, and are sus-
ceptible to both canine and feline dis-
temper. WCRO Director Char Dren-
non asks that anyone interested in 
joining this campaign contact the 
WCRO at 1713 J Street, #305, Sac-
ramento, California 95814: 
Vaccination 
If Senator Alan Robbins' SB 6 is 
passed, any dog to be put up for 
adoption through an animal control 
agency in California will be vaccin-
ated immediately upon entry against 
canine distemper, hepatitis, and lep-
tospirosis. Cats to be adopted will be 
immediately vaccinated for feline pan-
leucopenia and rhinotracheitis. Betty 
Denny Smith, director of the Los 
Angeles County Department of Ani-
mal Control, reports their agency 
has had an inoculation upon entry 
program for the past three years and 
has testified that it does not cost tax 
dollars since the costs are added to 
adoption fees. 
Animal Fighting Seminars 
West Coast law enforcement offi-
cials, district attorneys, and judges 
will get an education through a se-
ries of seminars in 1981 dealing with 
animal fighting ventures. Headed up 
by WCRO field investigator Eric Sa-
kach, the programs will provide val-
uable insight into the problems of in-
vestigating and prosecuting those 
involved in the activities of dog-
fighting and cockfighting. Law en-
forcement officials wishing to at-
tend or desiring a program in their 
area should contact the WCRO. 
Gulf States 
Dog "Slave Market" 
The Canton, Texas "Trade Days" 
is an open air market for merchants, 
farmers, local citizens, and tourists. 
It has also been the scene of a de-
plorable "slave market" of dogs for 
sale. Often the dogs are chained in the 
hot sun or confined in cramped boxes 
for hours on end. They are frequently 
sick and weak from lack of food, 
water, and proper care. 
Efforts by HSUS and other con-
cerned citizens to close down the ani-
. mal sales have ·been unsuccessful, 
but a new rabies law in Texas has 
made possible a renewed attack on 
the market. The law governs bringing 
dogs into the state and requires all 
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dogs and cats over four months of age 
to be vaccinated against rabies. 
Bill Meade contacted Canton offici-
als, the local news media, and the Tex-
as Department of Health with a noti-
fication that, in HSUS' opinion, this 
new rabies law was being violated. 
The Department of Health re-
sponded immediately by writing the 
sponsor of the operation and stating 
that the rabies law would be en-
forced. Because most of the dogs 
being offered for sale had not been 
vaccinated against rabies, they were 
in violation of the law and were part 
of a potentially dangerous rabies sit-
uation. Many of the dogs' owners 
were only interested in making a few 
quick dollars and simply gave up 
their dog sales rather than pay for 
the needed vaccinations. 
The Gulf States staff will continue 
to work to further curtail, or elimi-
nate this sale. 
The new Texas rabies law provided a 
tool with which this dog "slave market" 
could be hampered. The goal is to close 
it down. 
Spay/Neuter 
On December 1, The Dallas SPCA 
performed its 10,000th surgery at its 
low-cost spay and neuter clinic. The 
clinic was opened in November, 1976. 
Since it opened, it has been instru-
mental in easing the problem of pet 
overpopulation in the area. The ster-
ilization of 10,000 animals, by one 
conservative estimate, has pre-
vented the birth of one-quarter mil-
lion animals. 
27 
Humane Education Course 
Stephen F. Austin State Universi-
ty in Nacogdoches, Texas, will be of-
fering a three credit graduate course 
in humane education June 8-22. 
Kathy Savesky, director of the Na-
tional Association for the Advance-
ment of Humane Education, and 
Charles Herrmann, editor of HSUS' 
children's magazine, Kind, will each 
give a session during the course. For 
more information, contact G.W. Wil-
lingham, Professor of Education, 
Stephen F. Austin State University, 
Nacogdoches, Texas 75962. 
Exotic animals kept as pets often suffer 
at the hands of owners who don't under· 
stand their special needs. 
Exotic Animals 
Many cities in the southwest were 
shocked into considering a ban on 
exotic pets when a pet python snake 
crushed an infant child to death in 
Dallas, Texas. There is currently no 
legislation barring the sale or keep-
ing of many types of animals, from 
lions to polar bears, if they are not 
technically on "public display." 
The Gulf States Office has worked 
on a number of cases recently where 
exotic animals have been locked up 
in broken-down sheds or small pens. 
In Conway, Arkansas, a polar bear 
was found confined in a filthy 10' by 
10' cage by a person wlio runs a 
home for children. The bear was sup-
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posed to provide entertainment, or a 
"learning experience;" for the chil-
dren. Gulf States Director Bill 
Meade worked with the local hu-
mane society, recommending prose-
cution of the bear's owner. The court 
case resulted in a guilty verdict for 
the owner and improved conditions 
for the animal. 
Mid-Atlantic 
New Office Opens 
HSUS is pleased to announce the 
opening of a new regional office 
which will serve the states of Dela-
ware, New Jersey, New York, and 
Pennsylvania. The office will be di-
rected by Nina Austenberg, long ac-
tive as executive director of HSUS' 
New Jersey Branch, and who also has 
served as president of the Branch. 
(The work of the Branch will now be 
handled by the Mid-Atlantic office.) 
The office can be addressed: Mid-
Atlantic Regional Office, Laming-
ton Road, Bedminister, New Jersey 
07921. The phone number is (201) 
234-2230. 
Trapping 
Illegal trapping is on the increase 
in New Jersey, Austenberg reported 
to the Newark Star-Ledger. The 
paper reported the cases of two dogs 
recently caught in Conibear instant-
kill traps illegally set in Morris and 
Somerset Counties. One of the dogs, 
a golden retriever, was killed by the 
trap, which had been set on private 
property. The other was badly in-
jured and required immediate veteri-
nary attention when released from 
the Conibear. 
"I have just received word from 
four more dog owners in South J er-
sey that their pets were caught in il-
legally set traps," said Austenberg. 
The leghold trap has been banned in 
ten counties in New Jersey, but the 
Conibear 220, a large rectangular 
snare designed to break an animal's 
neck, is not illegal. However, it may 
not be set on private property. HSUS 
is collecting evidence of pets caught in 
traps to use to convince legislators 
that animal traps should be banned. 
Great Swamp 
Protestors from the former HSUS 
New Jersey Branch and a number of 
other animal welfare groups banded 
together this fall to protest, once 
again, the annual deer hunt at the 
Great Swamp National Wildlife Ref-
uge. Officials allow the hunt to harv-
est deer they say would otherwise 
starve. Hunting foes argue that the 
deer herd would maintain its own 
number naturally if allowed to do so. 
Furthermore, few deer have starved 
in the past few winters because of 
mild weather. John Fillio, manager 
of the refuge, said that last spring 
when refuge personnel combed the 
refuge for dead deer, they found only 
three: one that was most likely hit 
by a car and two others that had 
been wounded by hunters and died 
later. Nina Austenberg, picketing 
along with forty other protesters, 
asserted that the refuge is not open 
as part of a management plan, but 
only for the enjoyment of hunters. 
Protesters show their disapproval of the 
annual deer hunt at the Great Swamp 
National Wildlife Refuge. 
New England 
Budget Cuts in Maine 
Governor Joseph Brennan and Com-
missioner Stewart Smith have pro-
posed budget cuts for Maine's De-
partment of Agriculture which would 
effectively eliminate the field staff 
of the Division of Animal Welfare. 
These proposals have produced an 
avalanche of protest from humanita-






rians all across Maine asking that 
animals not be the victims of infla-
tion. Former U.S. Secretary of State 
Edmund Muskie's dog Robbie parti-
cipated in a "Leash-In" organized at 
the state capitol last September 25 
by the Maine Federation of Humane 
Societies and supported by the 
Sportsmen's Alliance of Maine and 
Dog Club Federation of Maine. 
John Inman, director of our New 
England office, has asked the Gover-
nor to spell out the rationale and the 
ethical considerations involved in 
the decision to eliminate animal wel-
fare. HSUS member Charlotte Parks 
of York was one of the persons in-
strumental in bringing the Division 
into existence in 197 5 and served on 
its Advisory Board for four years. 
The matter is currently before the 
Maine Legislature's Appropriations 
Committee for a decision. It has been 
reported that the protest raised by 
humanitarians over this matter has 
made a profound impact on beth Gov-
ernor Brennan and the members of 
the legislature. How far they will go 
in retaining the budget for animal 
welfare remains to be seen. 
Euthanasia Method Change 
The Animal Rescue League of 
Southern Rhode Island, with its ani-
mal shelter located at South Kings-
town, has recently changed from the 
decompression chamber method of 
euthanasia to a method employing 
the use of bottled carbon monoxide 
gas. Shelter Manager Mary Preziosa 
reports that after some initial con-
cerns about the humaneness of the 
new method everything is now work-
ing well. She feels it is definitely an 
improvement in the League's pro-
gram of animal care. The League has 
utilized The HSUS publication, Car-
bon Monoxide Euthanasia for the 
Small Animal Shelter, written by Gulf 
States Regional Director Bill Meade. 
Great Lakes 
Dog Sled Racing 
The tremendous growth in the pop-
ularity of dog sled racing prompted 
Field Investigator Tim Greyhavens 
to monitor several races in Michigan 
The missing patch of fur on this dog was 
caused by ice matting in its coat. Our 
investigator recommended that a veteri-
narian be present at dog sled races to 
examine the animals before allowing 
them to participate. 
in order to learn more about the ef-
fects of the racing conditions on the 
dogs. Reports of dogs having their 
paws cut by sharp ice, being run to 
exhaustion, and fighting among in-
compatible dogs harnessed together 
are common at longer races. 
Greyhavens found that in most 
cases the problems tend to be isol-
ated incidents that are the fault of 
the individual owners or racers rath-
er than the general nature of the 
sport. Among the abuses he observed 
at one race were a dog injured when 
the sled ran over it, dogs with large 
patches of hair missing (caused by 
ice matting into the dog's coat), and 
lame or dysplastic dogs being used 
for racing. 
Greyhavens has asked that a veteri-
narian be required to examine and pass 
the dogs prior to the race, which would 
eliminate most of these problems. 
Education Workshop 
The Great Lakes Regional Office, 
the Humane Society of St. Joseph 
County, and Indiana University at 
South Bend will jointly sponsor a 
humane education workshop on 
June 22 and 23, to be held at South 
Bend on the campus of Indiana 
University. 
Kathy Savesky of NAAHE, to-
gether with members of the Indiana 
Humane Educators Association will 
present the program. Paul Nash, a 
wildlife expert, will also assist in 
teaching the workshop. 
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The Great Lakes office is inviting 
all humane organizations in the re-
gion. Everyone is urged to bring a 
teacher with them since this pro-
gram is geared for the teacher. Col-
lege credits will be available from In-
" diana University. 
~ For further information, contact the 
-[ GLRO at: 725 Haskins Street, Bowl-
~ ing Green, Ohio 43402. The phone 
~ number is 419-352-5141. 
(/) 
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I Dogfighting Update 
The continuing investigation into 
dogfighting in Ohio has led to five 
different individuals pleading guilty 
to various charges under the state's 
dogfighting law. The law, one of the 
strongest in the nation, makes it a 
felony to promote, engage in, or wit-
ness a dogfight, or to own or sell 
equipment or dogs for the purposes 
of fighting. An additional sixteen in-
dividuals are still awaiting trials. 
The original investigation was be-
gun in the summer of 1980 by the 
Great Lakes Regional Office in coop-
eration with state law enforcement 
agencies and the state Department 
of Agriculture. 
Mourning Doves 
Once again, the hunting fraternity 
in Ohio is attempting to gain the 
support of the legislature in naming 
the mourning dove as a game spe-
cies. Presently, this small dooryard 
bird is protected by state law, but 
hunters over the past several years 
have made numerous attempts to 
have the bird reclassified so that it 
may be hunted. 
Tim Greyhavens, GLRO Field In-
vestigator, testified at a senate hear-
ing stating that "It is incredible 
that the Ohio Division of Wildlife 
and our lawmakers, those responsi-
ble for protecting our wildlife, should 
even consider hunting the mourning 
dove under such fragile circum-
stances.'' 
If the pending legislation should 
become law, mourning doves could be 
hunted in Ohio during the nesting sea-
son. This would not only cause the 
death of adult doves, but infants al-
so. Ohioans are urged to write their 
legislators urging them to vote no 
on SB 29 and SB 34. 
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New Legislation 
The 97th Congress is barely two 
months old, and already several pieces 
of legislation important to the hu-
mane cause have been introduced in 
both the House of Representatives 
and the Senate. Some of them are 
identical to bills which failed to gain 
passage during the last Congress, 
some have been modified or revised, 
and others are completely new. Here 
are the major ones: 
Trapping 
H.R. 37 4 (formerly H.R. 1297) in-
troduced by Congressman Clarence 
Long (D-MD), would prohibit ship-
ping of any fur or leather between 
states or with foreign countries if 
that state or country had not ban-
ned the use of the leghold or steel 
jaw trap. 
H.R. 1002 (formerly H.R. 953) in-
troduced by Congressman Glenn 
Anderson (D-CA), would regulate 
trapping on federally owned lands. 
Horse Racing 
A bill effectively banning the use 
of drugs in racehorses has been in-
troduced in the House by Congress-
men Bruce Vento (MN) and Robert 
McClory (IL). By the time you read 
this, a matching bill will have been in-
troduced in the Senate by Senator 
David Pryor (AK). These are reintro-
ductions of last year's proposed leg-
islation on horse racing. 
Lab Animals 
Congresswoman Geraldine Ferra-
ro (D-NY) introduced H.R. 220, a bill 
to fund research aimed at develop-
ing test methods which would mini-
mize the use of, and pain and suffer-
ing to, live animals. 
A slightly revised version of last 
year's H.R. 684 7, a bill to amend the 
Animal Welfare Act to cover ani-
mals during actual research and at-
tempt to minimize painful experi-
ments, is expected to be introduced 
sometime this spring. 
H.R. 556 (formerly H.R. 4805) in-
troduced by Rep. Robert Roe (D-
NJ), would establish a National Cen-
ter for Alternatives Research to 
develop and coordinate alternative 
methods of research and testing 
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that do not involve the use of live 
animals, to develop training pro-
grams in the use of alternative me-
thods, and to disseminate informa-
tion on these methods. 
H.R. 930 (formerly H.R. 4479) was 
reintroduced by Rep. Ted Weiss 
(D-NY), and would establish a com-
mission to study alternative me-
thods to the use of live animals in 
laboratory research and testing. 
Finally, Congressman Andrew Ja-
cobs (D-IN) and Senator David 
Durenburger (R-MN) introduced 
companion resolutions-H. Con. 
Res. 27, (formerly H. Con. Res. 445) 
and Senate Resolution 65 (formerly 
Senate Resolution 534)-aimed at 
encouraging all federal agencies to 
develop and validate alternatives to 
the Draize rabbit eye test. 
Marine Mammal 
Protection Act 
In 1972, Congress passed a far-
reaching piece of legislation to help 
seals, whales, dolphins, and other 
marine mammals. This year, the Ma-
rine Mammal Protection Act comes 
before Congress for approval to con-
tinue . this work. It needs your sup-
port if the U.S. is to remain in the 
forefront of those fighting to save 
our dwindling populations of many 
marine mammals. 
The Marine Mammal Protection Act 
is the piece of legislation that bans 
baby seal product imports into the 
U.S., prohibits whaling within two 
hundred miles of our coast, and pro-
tects all other marine mammals, in-
cluding sea otters, polar bears, man-
atees, all seals, whales, porpoise, and 
walrus. 
The current political mood in 
Washington is decidedly anti-regul-
atory, and the Marine Mammal Pro-
tection Act is a regulatory act. It 
faces tough opposition from fisher-
men and others who once made a lot 
of money from the exploitation of 
marine mammals. 
It is crucial that the act be reau-
thorized in its current form, without 
weakening any of its powers. Please 
write to your U.S. representative 
and senators before May 15. Urge 
that the Marine Mammal Protection 
Act be fully reauthorized with no 
weakening amendments. This is one 
of the most important animal pro-
tection laws on the books. It must 
not be weakened or allowed to die. 
Red Alert for HSUS 
Members! 
How can you use your power as a 
constituent most effectively to help 
animals? By joining our Action 
Alert team. 
An Action Alert is a letter or post-
card we send advising of a situation 
in government or industry where a 
large public response can swing a 
decision in the animals' favor. Our 
Action Alert system is composed of 
our most energetic and concerned 
members-people who want to take 
action to help animals and who have 
promised to respond quickly when 
an Action Alert is received. 
All you need is a pen and a piece of 
paper or a few minutes to make a 
phone call. We will supply you with 
a list of your congressional delega-
tions and their local and toll-free 
telephone numbers. Because of our 
tax-exempt status, you must be an 
HSUS member to be eligible to join 
the Action Alert team. 
Whenever action is needed, we will 
rush you an Action Alert in as little 
as a week, describing the issue and 
asking you to write or call your 
elected officials. Don't think your re-
sponse is inconsequential-Con-
gressmen and Senators pay close at-
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City State Zip 
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tention to their constituent mail, 
and your views can make a difference. 
With a new Congress and so many 
new members, it is vitally important 
that you get involved. This is the 
time when the new Congress is set-
ting its legislative agenda for the 
coming session, and it's important 
that animal welfare remain a priority. 
If you are already an HSUS mem-
her, and you want to get involved to 
help animals, just fill out this coupon 
and return it to: HSUS, 2100 "L" 
Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20037. 
If you'd like to become an HSUS 
member so you can join the Action 
Alert system, use the envelope in-
serted in this magazine to send us 
your $10 membership dues, and en-
close the Action Alert coupon. 
Planning a Trip to 
Washington? 
While in Washington, why not 
drop in to see your senators or repre-
sentative? They want to hear from 
the people they represent more than 
anyone else. We would be happy to set 
up appointments, accompany you to 
your congressional offices, or give you 
background information so you can 
lobby for animal issues by yourself. 
Show our elected representatives 
that animal welfare is important to 
the American public. You don't have 
to be an expert to let a legislator 
know how important it is to you to 
stop the many cruelties inflicted up-
on our animal friends. Remember, 
we have to speak for those who can't 
speak for themselves. 
,--------------------------------------------------------------1 
Reflect for 
a moment ... 
how can I help animals 
even when I no longer 
share their world ... 7 
By your bequest for animal pro-
tection to The Humane SOciety of 
the United States. 
Your will can provide for animals 
after you're gone. 
Naming The HSUS demonstrates 
your lasting commitment to ani-
mal welfare and strengthens the 
Society for this task. 
We will be happy to send infor-
mation about our animal pro-
grams and material which will 
assist in planning a will. 
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I ! Address ____________________ _ 
I ! City State Zip ___ _ 
! Mail in confidence to: Murdaugh s. Madden, Vice Presi-
1 dent/General Counsel, The Humane Society of the United States, 
1 2100 L Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20037. 
---------------------------------------------------------------1 
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Convictions Result in 
Unique Sentences 
In two recent unrelated cases, one 
in Florida and the second in Ohio, 
judges have exercised their sentenc-
ing discretion in what appear to be 
very effective ways. 
In Fort Pierce, Florida, a county 
judge, in addition to sentencing a 
defendant to jail for cruelty to ani-
mals, entered an order prohibiting 
the defendant from ever owning an 
animal again. 
In Newark, Ohio, a defendant who 
pleaded guilty to a charge of violating 
the state anti-dogfighting statutes 
was placed on five-years probation, 
with the requirement that he work 200 
hours for the humane society as a con-
dition of that probation. This is one of 
the cases referred to in the Great 
Lakes Regional Report elsewhere in 
this issue of The HSUS News. 
Animal Fighting Suit 
Dismissed; Appeal Planned 
The last two issues of The HSUS 
News have reported on a lawsuit 
which The HSUS brought against 
the Department of Agriculture, the 
Department of Justice, the Attor-
ney General of the United States 
and the Secretary of Agriculture, 
charging that those individuals and 
their departments had been guilty of 
an absolute failure to enforce the 
provisions of the Animal Welfare 
Act designed to prohibit animal 
fighting. The suit was brought by 
The HSUS, the Massachusetts 




ciety for the Protection of Animals 
on behalf of their members, and 
specifically on behalf of "the an-
imals which those provisions of the 
Animal Welfare Act were enacted to 
protect." The federal government 
had responded to the suit asking the 
Court to dismiss the action, alleging 
that we could not challenge their 
failure to act in this manner in court. 
Unfortunately, on January 21, 1981, 
Judge John Lewis Smith, Jr., of the 
United States District Court for the 
District of Columbia, dismissed the 
suit, holding that the Court did not 
have the basic power to require execu-
tive agencies to enforce criminal sta-
tutes. Furthermore, the Court stated: 
" ... defendants have made some 
efforts to begin enforcement of 
the Act. While the pace and in-
tensity of defendants' efforts 
may leave plaintiffs dissatis-
fied, and perhaps understanda-
bly so, it is not the Court's 
function to oversee or second 
guess the allocation of prosecu-
torial resources. However defen-
dants' deficiencies are charac-
terized, they clearly do not rise 
to the level of arbitration [sic/, 
capriciousness, or invidiQus-
ness necessary to establish the 
jurisdiction of the Court. " 
The HSUS General Counsel's of-
fice feels that this decision did not 
give full consideration to the ar-
guments presented in this case and 
is not legally sound. It is anticipated 
that because of the importance of 
the principle involved in this case, to 
wit, that there is little use for Con-
gress to pass animal protection 
legislation if the result can be nulli-
fied by disinterest and inaction on the 
part of the Executive Branch of the 
government, this adverse decision of 
the District Judge will be appealed to 
the United States Court of Appeals 
for the District of Columbia Circuit. 
Agriculture Department 
Moves Into 20th Century 
"Animals Have Rights, Too" is the 
title of a news fea:ture released by the 
Department of Agriculture in J anua-
ry. For the first time our federal gov-
ernment recognized as a fact the legal 
and ethical philosophy that The HSUS 
has propounded for many years, i.e., 
that there are such things as animal 
"rights" which must be vigorously 
enforced and protected. The HSUS 
gives the USDA a hearty welcome! 
Compiled by Murdaugh Stuart Mad-
den, HSUS General Counse~ and 
Roger Kindler, Associate Counsel. 
If you have moved, or are planning to, please send us this 
coupon so we can correct our mailing list. Attach your pres-
ent mailing label below, then print your new address. Mail to: 
New Address: 
The HSUS, 2100 L St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20037. Name ______________________________ __ 
Address ____________________________ _ 
City ________________________________ _ 
State Zip ____________ _ 
Attach present mailing label here 
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Animal Welfare -
The Present Crisis 
As we begin to see the opposition the animal welfare movement will meet in 
the '80s, it is clear that the challenge to humanitarians is greater than it has 
ever been before. The surge of growth and the successes the environmental 
and animal welfare movements had in the last decade are now threatened by 
powerful groups who would sacrifice wild animals and their habitats in an 
attempt to solve our economic and energy problems- benefiting very few and 
robbing us all of our natural heritage of wildlife and lands. Economic problems 
threaten pet animals, too, who will suffer if there are budget cuts in 
animal. control programs. 
With these storm clouds gathering on the horizon, it is more important than 
ever that humanitarians get together to learn and plan ways to attack the 
ignorance and attitudes which threaten animals. That is the purpose of this 
year's Annual Conference: sharing ideas, sharing commitment, sharing 
inspiration, sharing victories and defeats, and gathering strength from one 
another to face an uncertain future. 
There will be workshops on a wide variety of topics including spay I neuter pro-
grams, lobbying for animals, humane education, euthanasia, factory farming, 
trapping, hunting, horse racing, HSUS' accreditation program, cruelty 
investigation, the pet industry, public relations, and newsletters. Special guest 
speakers and the presentation of the Joseph Wood Krutch Medal at the 
awards banquet will highlight the conference. In addition, the Institute for the 
Study of Animal Problems will present a separate symposium on the humane 
ethic and wildlife management on Wednesday, October 14th. 
The Conference will be held in the Chase-Park Plaza Hotel in St. Louis, Mis-
souri. For further program information and registration forms write HSUS 
Conference, 2100 L St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20037. 
Write today, so you can make plans early to attend HSUS' 1981 Annual Con-
ference. It's going to be a special experience. We hope we'll see you there. 
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Walk in the Spring 
Master, let's go for a walk in the woods 
There's a flood of spring warmth in the air, 
Redbuds are blooming down by the creek-
The skies are deep, blue and fair; 
The perfume of wild roses adrift on the wind 
Is touched by a mockingbird's song. 
Outside the whole world is budding anew 
With memories held all winter long. 
Master, let's go for a run in the field 
Where the wind is sweet, swift and free, 
And my bark will frighten the scattered 
small clouds 
That move like ships on a sea; 
I love this old house but it's silent and dark 
And touched with last winter's chill. 
Master, please get your cane and your coat-
Let's go for a run on the hill! 
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